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Editorials 








Affording Temple 


A letter entitled “Help!” has 
evoked considerable reaction fron 
our readers. 

The anonymous letter - writer 
echoed an oft-asserted plaint that 
she could not afford to belong to 
a temple. 

We printed the letter because of 
our policy granting everyone the 
right of expression. 

In this issue, we offer an author- 
itative reply to “Help!” 

A number of letters have taken 
strong issue with the writer. Others 
agree with her. 

In addition to the basic state- 
ments by Rabbi Lipman and Mr. 
Schoen, we wish to add our decla- 
ration that virtually every Reform 
temple in the country has not a 
fixed dues structure, but a sliding 
one so that, with but a minimum of 
embarrassmant, anyone can afford 
to belong to a congregation. 

Temple members should relay 
this fact to unaffiliated friends, 


Dr. Eisendrath’s Missions 


On his global tour, referred to 
elsewhere in this issue, Rabbi Eis- 
endrath, UAHC president, has ac- 
cepted several missions: 

1) He is conferring with relig- 
ious leaders of many faiths as to 
how to make governments more 
aware of moral criteria in solving 
the problems of our astronautic age. 

2) He is bringing greetings to 
the overseas liberal congregations 
banded together within the ranks 
of the expanding World Union for 
Progressive Judaism. 

3) He is scouting the possibility 
of bringing Reform Judaism to 
parts of the world where it has not 
yet been introduced. 

4) He is to lead the second 
UAHC lay-rabbinic pilgrimage to 
Israel as American Reform’s share 
on her tenth anniversary. 

Considering the creative and in- 
spirational qualities of the UAHC 
president, we are certain that his 
tour will be extremely fruitful and 
we wish him and Mrs. Eisendrath 
happy traveling and a safe return. 
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WHY NOT 


AN OPEN MEZUZAH? 


by David S. Savler 


Y PROTESTANT FRIEND had seen 
M a television play in which a 
naval petty officer of Jewish faith 
was shown rubbing the mezuzah on 
his doorpost as he left his family 
quarters on a dangerous mission. 
“What was that silver thing in the 
doorway, some kind of good luck 
charm?” he asked. 

Although there are some areas of 
traditional Judaism about which | 
must confess ignorance, I was at 
least able to put the man straight 
on the meaning of the mezuzah. | 
explained to him that it was not in- 
tended to be a good luck charm but 
rather a reminder to love God and 
keep His commandments. 

“But the sailor treated it like a 
good luck charm, didn’t he?” 

“Yes, indeed, and some ladies 
carry mezuzahs in their purses 
also, I suspect, for good luck.” | 
argued that Christianity, too, suf- 
fered in the same way. As rituals 
are handed down, they gather a 
crust of tradition that may obscure 
their meaning. 

It later occurred to me that, if the 
message of the mezuzah were to be 
spread out openly for all to see and 
in plain English for all to read. rath- 
er than concealed in a capsule, it 
would defy misinterpretation. Fur- 
thermore, the commandment to 
write the message “upon the door- 
posts of thy house,” whether taken 
literally or metaphorically, does not 
imply concealment. I had never put 
a traditional mezuzah on my door- 
post, but now, stretching the mean- 
ing of “doorpost” slightly to in- 
clude the wall beside my front door. 
I decided to express the faith and 
identity of my family by putting an 
“open mezuzah” there. Being an 
amateur photographer with an an- 
cient Miniature Speed Graphic. a 


An Air Force civilian educator, Mr. 


Savler is a member of Temple Beth 
Or, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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THE “OPEN MEZUZAH” beside front door 
of house. 


home darkroom, and a fondness for 
experiment, I naturally thought in 
terms of a photographic composi- 
tion. The montage you see here is 
the result. Whatever its artistic mer- 
its, it makes its meaning clear, and 
the English words of our Jewish 
Publication Society Bible provide 
the beauty. 

The traditional mezuzah is a 
small metal tube containing two 
passages from Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
and 11:13-21. Each lists a series of 
commandments which, to the Re- 
form way of thinking, are meta- 
phors for the love of God. the foun- 
dation for an ethical way of life. 
rather than prescriptions for ritual. 
To photocopy both passages from 
the Scriptures in legible form, how- 
ever, would be to confront a pass- 
ing guest with too much type mat- 
ter. The first passage alone is brief 
enough to invite pausing and read- 
ing. It contains the Sh’ma and is 
familiar in its English version and 
beloved by all of us temple-goers. 
As a nod to tradition, the Scriptures 
in the lower part of the picture lie 
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CLOSE-UP of Mr. Savler’s “Open Mezuzah.’ 


open at the page containing the sec- 
ond mezuzah passage. (It is barely 
legible in the original photograph. 
but not in this reproduction.) The 
hands, of course, symbolize, “And 
thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children.” 

Upper left in the composition 
stands a familiar and basic symbol 
of our faith, the twin tablets of the 
Decalogue. The Ten Command- 
ments are not contained in the tra- 
ditional mezuzah. Nevertheless I 
felt that some representation of 
them would be appropriate. For 
one thing. I have wondered about 
the possibility of “these words 
which I command thee this day” 
including a reference to the Ten 
Commandments. since the first me- 
zuzah passage follows closely the 
version of the Ten Commandments 
in Deuteronomy 5. However, I will 
not argue the point with a hundred 
generations of sages who may know 
otherwise! (The splendid stone tab- 
lets in the montage happen to be 
the ones mounted on the modern 
school building of the Conservative 
congregation, Agudath Israel, in 
Montgomery, Alabama. ) 

Instead of the twin tablets, a 
Torah would be equally desirable. 
Many variations on the theme of an 
“open mezuzah” are possible and 
in media besides photography. So, 
in a spirit which I like to think of 
as rediscovering rather than break- 
ing tradition, I offer this one. 











WILL YOUR CHILD 


GET INTO 


COLLEGE? 


by Walter Duckat 


VEN BEFORE the American habit 
E of looking askance at brain- 
trusters, intellectuals, and egg- 
heads was sputniked, parents were 
worrying whether their youngsters 
would get into college. 

Now that a new stress has been 
laid on education, alarm mounts in 
many American households. 

There is indeed cause for alarm, 
if not panic, about your child’s 
chances of being admitted to a col- 
lege. 

Jews have always regarded higher 
education as a must, but nowadays 
virtually everyone regards a college 
degree as indispensable. And with 
a rising birth rate, general pros- 
perity, increase in the number of 
scholarships, military deferments 
for the academically qualified. and 
the notion that income and prestige 
come with a degree, the colleges are 
inundated with applications. 

And conditions will grow worse. 
since neither government nor the 
colleges themselves have made ade- 
quate preparation to handle the six 
million expected to be seeking 
campus life by 1970. 

The problem is compounded by 
the fact that so many people want 
to get into the Ivy League colleges. 
or at least one in the East. In many 
Jewish families, especially, it is re- 
garded as almost scandalous for a 
youngster not to go to college and 
only slightly less disconcerting if 
the college attended is not a 
“choice” one. 

Both of these attitudes ought to 
go. In the first place, some children 
are not temperamentally suited for 
academic life and there should be 
no hesitancy in avowing it. As for 
the so-called “choice” colleges, they 
are choked with applications, the 
Mr. Duckat is a consultant with the 
guidance division of the New York 
Federation Employment and Guid- 
ance Service. 


vast majority of which are denied. 
Another problem is the so-called 
“College Boards,” exams given to 
high school seniors anxious to get 
into college. An increasing number 
of colleges require that these exams 
be taken. Why? Because it is be- 
lieved they offer the fairest single 
measure of selecting students. 


What the College Boards Ask 


The College Boards include scho- 
lastic aptitude and achievement 
tests designed to judge the student’s 
command of English, math, social 
studies, the sciences and foreign 
languages. 

Each test lasts an hour and is 
made up of multiple choice ques- 
tions, which require not only in- 
formation but the ability to analyze 
facts and solve related problems. 

The best way to prepare for them 
is to study regularly, read exten- 
sively and develop a clear writing 
style. Many students have found it 
helpful to study the manuals on 
the market which give sample 
Board questions. Others enrol in 
special classes offered by some high 
schools. Still others receive private 
instruction. 

Scores for the Boards range from 
200 to 800, with 500 considered 
average. About two-thirds of the 
students earn scores from 400 to 
600. Most of the “top” colleges de- 
mand scores of 600 or over. There 
is. however, no passing mark; each 
college sets its own standard. 


The Jewish Situation 


What is the “Jewish” situation 
with reference to college admis- 
sions? First, it is true that discrim- 
ination has been drastically dimin- 
ished over the past few decades, 
thanks to the efforts of Jewish or- 
ganizations and the generally fairer 
climate of American life. Still. the 
going is still a little tougher than 
for non-Jews, and greater efforts 


towards equality should be made. 

Secondly, Jewish parents and 
students should resign themselves 
to the fact that the latter will be 
attending less famous colleges. This 
should give no real concern; many 
a small school is excellent, and the 
opportunity for Jewish students to 
live in a less homogenous environ- 
ment should prove enriching and 
educationally as valuable as some 
of the courses they are taking. Si- 
multaneously, it is good for the 
residents of smaller communities 
to become acquainted with Jews. 
Agencies such as the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society have done much to 
spread knowledge about Judaism 
and Jews to small campuses; the 
presence of Jewish students should 
be an even better informational 
medium. 

Youngsters who aspire towards 
“name colleges will be well ad- 
vised to build up solid records of 
achievement, both in their studies 
as well as in extra-curricular activi- 
ties. The time to start is when 
you re a high school freshman. 

If you want a list of smaller col- 
leges, write me in care of this maga- 
zine. In the meantime, parents and 
children alike will be very prudent 
if they allot to scholastic work the 
highest priority. 


ANTICIPATING 
PURIM 





STEVE ALLEN reads “Purim Parade,’’ UAHC 
booklet for children, over shoulder of Nina 
Avadon. 
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HE TEMPLE lights were just 

flashing on when he drew his 
car into the alley and slid it into 
the spot reserved for him. As he 
switched off the car lights and mo- 
tor, he could detect the faint rum- 
blings of the organ through the 
Friday night stillness. Rabbi Taub 
felt, as he always did, the mingled 
delight and apprehension of a Sab- 
bath eve. 

His sermon prepared, confident 
in his cantor and organist, the word 
apprehension seemed strong for 
whatever slight worries might sit on 
the spare shoulders of the still 
youthful rabbi. Yet there was al- 
ways a strong awareness that each 
service was unique, each was the 
most important of the year, a reach- 
ing out on the part of every wor- 
shipper present, and that he, the 
rabbi, was the grasp. 

In a few moments the order of 
service was mentally gone over, the 
Bible’s velvet marker inserted, the 
brief list of names for the Kaddish 
and the various announcements 
checked. Suddenly, the figure at the 
organ turned and sent a crisp 
“Good Shabos, how are you?” re- 
sounding through the empty edifice. 
It was the cantor, always early, al- 
ways eager to go over his music. 
Down from his heights came the 
rabbi and together they went over 
the musical service. 

The caretaker, a lank, morose 
Scot in his sixties, marched down 
the center aisle to stand under the 
lectern. “Good Shabos,” he offered 
in his burr, “Mrs. May phoned that 
she couldn’t come, so I fixed the 
flowers myself.” Mrs. May came 
early at every service to arrange the 
flowers. If she was absent, she 
might be ill. The rabbi pulled out 
his ever-present note-book and jot- 
ted down her name. He must be 
sure to phone her on the morrow. 





Rabbi Bial serves Temple Sinai, Sum- 


mit, N.J. 
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by Morrison D. Bial 


' WHOM WE REMEMBER 


He returned to his study as the 
phone rang. A very apologetic 
voice asked him to add a name to 
the Yahrzeit list. He hurried back 
to the pulpit to write it down lest he 
forget. Once he had forgotten; may 
it never happen again! A few early 
worshippers were already in their 
seats. The organ was pulsing rhyth- 
mically as the organist drew Bach’s 
throbbing chords through the quiet 
air. 

The large clock read 8:16. Just 
fourteen more minutes! He strolled 
back to his study. 

As he began to put on his robe, 
there was a timid knock at the door. 
“Come in,” he said, hoping that it 
would take but a moment. The door 
opened gradually. There stood little 
Jonathan Krager, ten, and his sis- 
ter, Jill, seven. The children were 
obviously frightened, but deter- 
mined in their intrusion. Slowly 
they moved into the room. 

“Yes, Jonathan, what can I do 
for you?” 

“Mother told us not to come,” 
began Jonathan. 

“But you've got to,” said Jill. 

“I’ve got to what?” asked the 
rabbi. 

“It’s our dog, Judd,” resumed 
Jonathan. 

“A car.” continued Jill, and the 
rabbi could see what happened. 

“Come in and sit down,” he said. 
His watch said 8:23. 

“He ran across the street,” said 
Jill. “He was happy and he didn’t 
look. He was only a puppy.” 

“And the truck came down fast. 
... The man tried to slow down, but 
it was getting dark, and I guess he 
couldn’t see too well. Judd was all 
black.” 

Both faces were contorted with 
grief. The rabbi put a hand on each 
child’s shoulder. “Is he? Is he?” 

“Yes,” said Jonathan. “We rushed 
to the vet, but he couldn’t do any- 
thing.” 

“I’m so sorry,” said the rabbi. 


9 


“He was such a nice little dog. 

“Rabbi, won’t you please say 
Kaddish for Judd? He was just like 
a person and he had a soul and we 
loved him very much.” 

A rush of confused thoughts 
flooded the rabbi’s mind. The chil- 
dren were heart-broken. He hated 
to say no to them. Yet how could 
he pronounce the name of a dog, 
even a beloved dog, as part of the 
sanctification of God’s name? The 
Hebrew expression tsaar baalei 
chayim, the traditional Jewish care 
for every living creature, sprang to 
his mind. 

He remembered the collie he 
loved when he was a child, a huge 
tawny creature with the mien and 
manners of an aristocrat. When 
Angus was old they had to put him 
away. “For his own sake,” his 
mother had explained. How he had 
hated her and himself and the 
whole idea of death! He had flown 
at her with his fists and hard-kick- 
ing feet until his father had bun- 
dled him away. It was years before 
he got over Angus’ death. Or had 
he ever gotten over it? 

It had been his first real contact 
with mortality, with the irrevoca- 
ble, with death. Sitting there in his 
study, the two children waiting be- 
fore him, their upturned faces wet 
with tears and apprehension, he 
could still see Angus’ slow shape, 
feel the passion that had rendered 
him then. 

Slowly he explained to the chil- 
dren how deep the Jewish feeling 
for life and all living things is. “A 
dog or a cat, too, has its role, and 
an important one. God has given 
them also, the spark of life and of 
spirit. Every life comes from God; 
they are all dear to Him.” 

“Even a dog?” asked Jonathan. 

“Yes, even a dog or a cat.” 

Jill burst out, “But if he’s a good 
God, why did He let Judd die? 
Couldn’t he have made him run 
faster or something?” 

“God didn’t take your dog from 
you. It was Judd’s being so young 
and careless that made him dash in 
front of the truck.” Angus had been 
old, but the pain hadn’t been any 
the less. “God didn’t want him to 
die any more than you did. Wecan’t 
expect a miracle every time we 
make a mistake. Just as He cared 
for Judd when he was a happy little 











dog, so He cares for him right now. 
He will not forget Judd any more 
than you will. That is why God is 
God. Every child or man or dog, 
everything we love, is loved by 
Him. Our love is part of His love. 

Gradually the pain left the trou- 
bled eyes of the children even as 


they realized that Judd’s name 
would not be mentioned at the serv- 
ice. “When we say the Kaddish, you 
will be thinking of Judd and so will 
I. He will always be your gay little 
dog who wagged his tail because he 
was so happy to be with you.” 
There was a rapid knock at the 


Pity the Poor Rabbi’s Secretary ! 


by Patrick J]. McGillicuddy 


F YOU HAVE A little rachmonis left 
I after doling it out to the poor 
cantor, the poor temple secretary, 
and the poor shamus, save it for the 
poor rabbi’s secretary. 

I suspect that my relationship 
with my employer is unique. This, 
despite the fact that the Doctor 
claims that my life differs nowise 
from that of other secretaries. “Of 
course,” he announces, “you don’t 
work as hard as others. You have 
more leeway, more freedom. You 
have more time to develop your 
bent for writing. You are fortunate 
in having a boss who understands 
you and never takes advantage of 
your good nature.” 

Because I have an elementary 
knowledge of Hebrew and some 
acquaintance with rabbinic litera- 
ture, I am given “special” assign- 
ments. I have to read through the 
entire sedra and select half a dozen 
easy verses for him to memorize. 
Not only that, but I must go 
through translations and choose 
the best. Regarding the Haftorah, I 
am sent to dozens of sources for 
English translations. He’d even 
have me read the Torah each Sha- 
bos if he could. 

Do the secretaries of other pro- 
fessionals substitute for messenger 
boys, charwomen, and cigarette 
snatchers? Do they, male or female, 
play tennis with the boss when he 





P. J. McGillicuddy is a noted figment 
of the fertile imagination of Dr. Nor- 
man M. Goldburg, rabbi of Children 
of Israel Congregation, Augusta, Ga. 


is in the mood for it? Do they 
chauffeur the rabbi all over the 
landscape? Are they required to 
accompany the boss to meetings 
away from town and take dictation 
while he speaks at the Rotary Club 
or Lions or Kiwanis? _ 

All I know is this. He says I am 
like all secretaries—only I have a 
better deal. If this is true, then, 
friends, let there be an outpouring 
of sympathy for us poor souls 
wherever we may work in the weed- 
strewn gardens of those who min- 
ister in the “vineyards of the Lord.” 

I say that he adds insult to in- 
jury when he “bosses” me. I may 
be busy transcribing my notes, or 
working on the files. That makes no 
difference to him, “Fetch me that!” 
What is the urgency? A box of 
cookies a dear Sisterhood lady has 
baked for him. He says he can 
think better when he is munching. 

Do other secretaries shop for the 
boss’ family? I can’t say I don’t 
resent his nonchalance in_ this. 
However, I feel that I am not doing 
it for him, but for her. I mean his 
wife, a charming woman with the 
patience of Job. Instead of assisting 
her with the few chores she calls 
upon him to do, he invariably sig- 
nals for me to take the extension 
phone. Poor soul, she doesn’t know 
that / am the one who writes down 
all the directions and instructions. 
And naturally, she doesn’t know 
that it is I who run around town 
matching thread, remembering to 
take stuff to the dressmaker, and to 
fetch it from there, etc. 


door. It opened and the president 
of the congregation stood there. 
“It’s 8:40; is anything wrong?” 

“No, no, it’s all right. Isn’t it chil- 
dren?” The little girl bobbed a curt- 
sey as the rabbi and cantor, bulk- 
ing large in their robes, moved out 
to begin the service. 


Well, have you had enough to 
awaken your sympathy. Not yet? 
I'll conclude with a few words 
about the essential job. I am a 
secretary and I take dictation and I 
type. What would you say if I told 
you that I have to edit all the ma- 
terial he gives me? Not only do I 
type his sermons and articles, I 
practically write them. 

He has the reputation around 
town as a fine speaker. Why? Who 
gives him ideas? Who maintains 
the best clipping file in the coun- 
try? Who studies the commentaries 
on the texts in the Torah and who 
points out the best to him? 

Who rewrites his stuff? Who 
analyzes it and fills it in with good 
illustrations? Who corrects the 
grammar and throws out all the 
slang and most of the colloquial- 
isms? And who has to sit back 
quietly and listen while the Doctor, 
reading “his” finished manuscript, 
beams, “I tell you, Patrick, this is 
one of the best ideas I ever had. 
This will knock ’em cold. I ought 
to be at Temple Emanu-El.” 

Who listens and never utters a 
word of complaint? 

You've guessed it, again. 

Other rabbis’ secretaries agree 
with me? 


TEMPLE 
FUND RAISING 
CAMPAIGNS 


Some UAHC Temples Served 
Beth-El, Indiana 


L 


LC talel eels Mum G@lillaslele) 
Sinai, Wash., D.C Oak Park, Illinois 
Emanuel De @Alelite. Leo Baeck, L. A., Cal 
Wash. Blvd., Chicago Sinai, Miami, Fla 


I. J. MILLER ASSOCIATES 


ALL JEWISH STAFFED 
TEMPLE CAMPAIGN SPECIALISTS 


Consultation without obligation 
Write or phone collect, person-to person to 
IRA J. MILLER, President 


30 N. LaSALLE AN 3-0298 CHICAGO 2 
707S.BROADWAY TRO666. LOS ANGELES 14 
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an INVITATION to 
February Visitors In Miami 





SOUTH FLORIDA COUNCIL OF UAHC was activated when Judge Stanley Milledge (seated) 
handed charter to the Council’s president, Mr. Henry E. Wolff. Witnesses are (from left): 
Ralph Spero, Council vice-president; Rabbi Herbert M. Baumgard, director; and (far right) 
Albert L. Rosen, president of the Greater Miami Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. Coun- 
cil offers a series of fine February programs. 


EBRUARY VISITORS to Miami 

Beach are being invited to a 
number of activities sponsored by 
the South Florida Council of the 
Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations. The following three key 
programs are being offered. 

On Sunday, February 9, at 8:30 
P.M., a debate will be held at Tem- 
ple Israel, Miami, between Rabbi 
Joseph R. Narot of Miami and Rab- 
bi David Polish of Evanston, IlIli- 
nois, on the book, A Guide for Re- 
form Jews. 

The following Sunday night, Feb- 
ruary 16, at the same hour, Rabbi 
Solomon B. Freehof of Pittsburgh 
will speak at Temple Beth Sholom, 
Miami Beach, on “Jews and Juda- 
ism in America—Our Strength and 
Our Weakness.” 

The third key program on Sun- 
day evening, March 9, will offer a 
Festival of Jewish Music at Beth 
Sholom. It will feature cantorial 
music, two choirs and a cello solo- 
ist. 

Also during this period, Febru- 
ary 9- March 9, a visual aid exhibit 
of the many-faceted UAHC pro- 
grams will be set up in the lobby of 
these congregations. 

Visitors can get more informa- 
tion from the Council director, 
Rabbi Herbert M. Baumgard, 1105 
Chamber of Commerce Building. 
Miami. 


COMMENTS on A Guide for Reform Jews 


by Rabbi Felix A. Levy 


Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Emanuel, Chicago 


ECENTLY there has been pub- 
lished a remarkable book 
called A Guide for Reform Jews. 
Written by Rabbi Frederic A. Dop- 
pelt of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 
Rabbi David Polish of Evanston, 
Illinois, the volume is a pioneer at- 
tempt to instruct Reform Jews in 
what they might practice by way of 
ritual, in private and in public, on 
all important occasions in life. It is 
written simply and with a fine de- 
gree of devotion, as well as discrim- 
inating taste. Both authors possess 
fully the qualifications requisite for 
their task. 
This is no catalogue of “musts” 
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or indispensables. (The Shulchan 
(ruch started out as a “compendi- 
um” and became an almost inflex- 
ible rule of practice.) This book 
tries to give direction to the Jew’s 
expression of his religious aware- 
ness on the special occasions that 
mark his life—birth, death, mar- 
riage, Sabbath and holy days. 
The Guide is therefore not a code 
but an effort to furnish some kind 
of answer to those of our congre- 
gants—and there are many who 
in perplexity ask what they are to 
do under certain circumstances. 
how they can most effectively ex- 
press their relationship to God, 


Torah, Israel, history. By indicat- 
ing directions, the book hopes to 
avert or to remove anarchy in the 
field of practice and achieve some 
kind of uniformity. Instead of per- 
mitting each individual, even if he 
be a rabbi, to make decisions, it 
suggests what might become a valid 
general ritual. | am sure this little 
light will illumine the path for 
many to deeper religiosity and | 
for one am grateful to Rabbis Dop- 
pelt and Polish for their contribu- 
tions in an unusual field. 


(Bloch Publishing Co., $2.50) 
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A Reply to the Call for °*Help”’ 


By Eugene J. Lipman and Myron Schoen 


In our Chanukah issue, Anony- 
mous wrote a letter calied “Help!” 
alleging inability to “afford” tem- 
ple membership because of the high 
cost of affiliation. Herewith is an 
answer to that letter by the two most 
authoritative individuals in the 
field: Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman, the 
Union’s director of Synagogue Ac- 
tivities, and Myron Schoen, di- 
rector of Synagogue Administra- 
tion. Reader-reaction to the article 
would be most welcome.—Ed. 





“Letter to the Editor” was ex- 
actly half-right. She is correct; she 
cannot afford to belong to her tem- 
ple. She is incorrect at the same 
time. She could afford to belong to 
a temple, a properly-administered 
temple. 

The fiscal program described by 
Anonymous is an old-fashioned, in- 
efficient, even immoral program. 
Reform congregations whose lead- 
ership looks ahead and who under- 
stand the course of our movement’s 
development in America no longer 
finance themselves in this way, 
which is a combination of rigid, 
inadequate dues plus all kinds of 
fund-raising activities and schnor- 
ring. 

For many years, the Department 
of Synagogue Activities, the Office 
of Synagogue Administration, and 
the National Association of Temple 
Secretaries have been stating and 
restating the fact that a temple, no 
matter what its size or its budget, 
can be operated 100 per cent of the 
way on dues. It has been proved in 
temple after temple that the oper- 
ating budget of the congregation 
can be met from a graduated dues 
scale, properly instituted and prop- 
erly administered. 

What are the steps in the ac- 
complishment of this kind of pro- 
gram? 


oie ANONYMOUS WRITER of the 


First and foremost, the members 
of the congregation must know all 
the facts about the fiscal opera- 
tions of the congregation. They 
should be kept informed through 
the mail, as well as at congrega- 
tional meetings. When a planning 
committee has worked out a num- 
ber of alternative possible fiscal 
structures, including the one de- 
scribed by Anonymous, _ these 
should be presented to the congre- 
gation in writing some weeks be- 
fore a congregational meeting. The 
congregation should choose an al- 
ternative, after full discussion. 

In every case in which this pro- 
cedure has been followed, the con- 
gregation has chosen to finance its 
operating budget from a one-time, 
annual dues payment based on 
ability to pay, graduated according 
to individual family incomes. This 
dues payment includes everything: 
seats, school, all privileges of mem- 
bership. In a few congregations, 
dues of auxiliaries have even been 
included. 

Each year following the institu- 
tion of the 100 per cent-from-dues 
plan, a proposed budget should be 
sent to all the members of the con- 
gregation before the annual meet- 
ing of the congregation. At the 
bottom of that budget, a simple 
problem in long division (budget 
divided by membership families) 
can indicate the per-family cost to 
the congregation of operations. 
Then a reevaluation of individual 
family dues proceeds. The finance 
committee arranges for meetings 
with members whose dues might be 
raised and with those whose finan- 
cial resources are under strain. 
(This is not a plea of poverty, nor 
an occasion for acrimony. In many 
congregations members who pay 
no dues or token dues are known 
only to the rabbi and the financial 
secretary or treasurer.) In large 
congregations, periodic campaigns 


for voluntary dues increases can 
take place. These always work when 
the facts are known, when the con- 
gregation is deeply involved in the 
process. 

If this system is so good and 
works so well, why don’t all our 
congregations use it? Why the sys- 
tem described by Anonymous? 
Why the constant fund-raising acti- 
vities in our temples? 

The reasons range from inertia 
to ignorance. One of the most im- 
portant, however, is fear. Too many 
leaders of Reform synagogues are 
afraid of their members. They do 
not believe that for most of our 
people, adherence to the synagogue 
is important enough for an open, 
honest, once-a-year financial ar- 
rangement. They think financing 
the synagogue can be done more 
effectively, therefore, by surrepti- 
tious, indirect, round-about means, 
extracting small amounts fre- 
quently from members through 
various events and appeals. This is 
an insult both to the intelligence 
and the religious convictions of 
most of our members. 

But to the extent that this fear 
is well-grounded, the leaders of our 
synagogues, rabbis and laymen 
alike, have themselves to blame to 
a large degree. They accept new 
members with the receipt of a check 
and then let the new members dis- 
appear until the next check is 
needed. There is no orientation; 
there is little welcome, little effort 
to make the synagogue important 
to the thousands streaming into 
our temples. The synagogue’s pro- 
gram does not involve a maximal 
number of temple members except 
as spectators. Congregational com- 
mittees, to the extent that they func- 
tion, are tightly knit, small units 
(not infrequently one-man units, at 
that). The Board runs the temple, 
forgetting that the congregation is 
the sovereign body, to be consulted 
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maximally not minimally. Let’s face 
honestly the fact that in too many 
temples most members are on the 
periphery not only of the congrega- 
tion’s administrative processes. but 
also of its program in all its aspects. 
One more factor looms large in 
the fiscal picture of Reform syna- 
gogues. We now have large groups 
of lower-income members for whom 
flat dues charges are too high. The 
temple is an expensive institution 
to operate. In a metropolitan area, 
per-family costs will rarely run 
under $150.00, if the congregation 
has a staff and full program. For 
the young couple, struggling with 
a home, mortgage, more children 
than their parents dared to have. 
this is too much. They shouldn't 
have to pay it. Dues should be com- 
mensurate with their incomes. 


What of the temples, all of whose 
members fall into this category? 
What of the housing-project tem- 
ples, the congregations filled with 
low-income members? Here, I be- 
lieve, we need to learn from our 
Protestant neighbors. We need a 
large national fund to provide these 
congregations with the basis for 
continued existence. This fund 
should pay rabbis’ salaries; the 
rest, the congregations are willing 
and eager to do for themselves. It 
is simultaneously heart-warming 
and heart-breaking to see these new 
young groups, full of courage 
and determination and excitement, 
breaking their heads on insuper- 
able financial problems. They need 
help from our movement and some 
of them need it permanently. 

So, Mrs. Anonymous, there is an 


Yeround the World 


IN WEIGHTY DAYS 


Rabbi Eisendrath 


shown above with Mrs. Eisen- 
drath, has left on a world-wide tour 
to visit religious centers throughout 
the globe and to consult with re- 


ot ake MAURICE N, EISENDRATH, 
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ligious groups on the means of at- 
taining world peace through the 
application of spiritual ideals. 

Dr. Eisendrath was urged to 
make the trip by the delegates at 
the last Biennial Assembly of the 
Union as one way of marking the 
thirtieth anniversary of his ordina- 
tion, The tour will finally fulfil an 
obligation to many overseas groups 
affliated with the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism which. for 
years, have been pleading with him 
to visit them. 

Dr. Eisendrath’s itinerary in- 
cludes Japan, New Zealand, Aus- 
tralia, Indonesia, Thailand, India. 
Iran, the Union of South Africa. 
Rhodesia and Kenya. 

The Eisendraths will meet a large 
group of American Reform Jewish 
leaders in Israel for the second lay- 
rabbinic pilgrimage sponsored by 
the UAHC. The pilgrims will cele- 
brate Passover in Israel and also 
join in observing the tenth anni- 
versary of the founding of the Jew- 
ish state. 


answer to your problem. Persuade 
the board of your congregation to 
quit kidding themselves and your 
members. An equitable financing 
system for congregations is possi- 
ble, without draining either your 
wallet or your energies. We can 
prove it, too, from the experiences 
of over 100 temples which success- 
fully use the 100 per cent-from-dues 
program. 

We maintain further that this 
fund-raising-centered temple pro- 
gram is a waste of the energies of 
intelligent, dedicated Jews. They 
are wasted on the real program of 
the synagogue, the study and prac- 
tice of Judaism. 


Other comments on this subject 
will appear in the next issue of 
this magazine. 








Lord, Let Me... 


Lord, let me glorify Thy Name, 
In all I do. in all I say: 

And let me help to bring to Thee 
Some lost and straying soul today. 


Lord, let me glorify Thy Name, 

With hand. with voice, with smile, 
with heart, 

And let me spread Thy word afar; 

The greatness of Thy love impart. 


To all mankind who, weary, ill, 
Bereft. feel that they reach in vain. 
Lord. let me light a ray of hope 
To them, and glorify Thy Name. 


JessiE CANNON ELDRIDGE 











Segregation and Social Justice 


EVITTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, was the 
North’s answer to Little Rock. 
By its actions, a part of Levittown 
has said to Little Rock: you don’t 
speak for us. We can speak for our- 
selves in our own, peculiarly north- 
ern, accents of hatred. But there is 
a stronger voice, representing the 
true spirit of Levittown and Amer- 
ica, which is finally making itself 
heard. 

While the eyes of all were riveted 
on Little Rock in fascinated horror, 
the drama of Levittown unfolded. 
It began in August when Bill and 
Daisy Myers became the first Negro 
family to move into the all-white de- 
velopment; and it exploded into 
front page news when a mob, 
screaming for blood, demonstrated 
nightly on Dogwood Lane. The 
story reached its climax when a 
local police sergeant was felled by 
a rock and the state troopers pro- 
ceeded vigorously to break up the 
demonstrations. When violence 
ended, the nation’s press lost inter- 
est and, except for occasional men- 
tion, Levittown was left to simmer 
in its own juice. 


The Drama Unfolds 


But the small community of 55,000 
persons became an embattled town 
in a virtual state of siege. Division 
rent every block. A small group of 
integrationists rallied to the Citi- 
zens Committee for Levittown 
which tried to organize the con- 
science of the community and give 
“counsel” and encouragement to 
the Myers. A small, but rabid, anti- 





Mr. Vorspan is director of the Com- 
mission on Social Action of the 
UAHC and other agencies in Reform 
Judaism. He served as consultant to 
the Levittown Citizens Committee 
during the recent racial disturbance 
in that Pennsylvania community. 
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by Albert Vorspan 


Myers faction flocked to the banner 
of the Levittown Betterment Asso- 
ciation (dubbed the “Bitterment” 
group by the other side), whose 
sole mission was to drive the Myers 
out of the community. The great 
mass o/ Levittowners were shaken 
by the intensity of community feel- 
ing; they were troubled by the ru- 
mors of dropped property values; 
they were afraid to take a stand. 
Mostly they wished the Myers had 
never moved in, but they shrank 
from the use of violence to force 
them out. 

The anti-Myers forces, led by a 
native southerner, seized the-initia- 
tive. Capitalizing on the weakness 
of the local police, the timid silence 
of the local newspaper, and the in- 
experience of the Citizens Commit- 
tee, they mobilized their strength. 
Prevented by state police from fur- 
ther mob scenes, they adopted a 
policy of all-out harassment. The 
Myers were hounded night and day 
by anonymous telephone calls and 
letters. They could not get delivery 
of oil, bread and milk, because 
threats of economic reprisals were 
made by their neighbors to the de- 
livery men. Crosses were burned. 
To protect the Myers, the state gave 
them a_ twenty-four-hour police 
guard. 

Harassment reached a nightmare 
of effectiveness when the anti- 
Myers group rented a vacant house 
next to the Myers and used it as 
a base of operations for a war of 
nerves against the Negro couple 
and their two pre-school children. 
Playing a record of “Old Black Joe” 
at ear-splitting volume, waving 
Confederate flags, sending black 
cats and dogs into the Myers yard 
which they summoned by yelling 
“Nigger,” shooting off firecrackers, 
screeching filthy hate lvrics, the big- 
ots had a field day until they were 
ordered by the authorities to close 
down the house. 


The Law Speaks 


On October 23, the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania moved into decisive action. 
The Justice Department secured an 
injunction against eight of the ring- 
leaders. The state Attorney General 
warned: “We shall not tolerate for 
a single minute these attempts to 
stir up racial hatred in defiance of 
our state and federal laws.” 

Today, the decent forces of Levit- 
town are breathing somewhat easi- 
er. They know that they still face 
an awesome task of reknitting the 
torn fabric of unity, of rehabilitat- 
ing a community which has been 
sickened by racial conflict. Levit- 
town had become a “cinder” in the 
eye of the nation. Perhaps now the 
cinder is gone, but the pain is still 
there and vision is clouded. There 
is hard work to be done, and the 
clergymen and the community lead- 
ers know it. 

But Levittown has many positive 
factors on which to rebuild. It is 
ironic that, like many of the cities 
which have become symbols of ra- 
cial strife, Levittown is really a bet- 
ter community than the black head- 
lines would suggest. The mobsters 
never represented more than a tiny 
fraction of juvenile and adult de- 
linquents. Moreover, during the 
most acute stages of tension, many 
white Levittowners displayed genu- 
ine kindness to the Myers. White 
families dropped by, introduced 
themselves, left a cake, a toy for the 
baby, an oil painting. A stranger 
came over and mowed the lawn. The 
mail, which brought daily encour- 
agement from all over the world, 
included many letters from local 
people, wishing them well. During 
all the commotion, the local school 
board hired its first Negro teacher, 
who was accepted with hardly a rip- 
ple of difficulty. Many good people 
are ready to rebuild the commu- 
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nity’s reputation soiled by the sum- 
mer’s madness. Many religious 
leaders have accepted the challenge. 
It is a tribute to the Jewish com- 
munity of Levittown that, despite 
real anti-Semitism, Jewish organi- 
zations have firmly and vigorously 
supported the right of the Myers to 
live where they pleased. 


Lessons of Levittown 


As Levittown keeps moving for- 
ward to clear out the wreckage of 
hatred and to build a better commu- 
nity, it is worth pausing a moment 
to look back and figure out why it 
happened. What are the lessons of 
Levittown? 


THE ECONOMICS OF HOUSING. One 
lesson—and perhaps a crucial re- 
minder—is that housing is the cen- 
tral battle-ground for integration in 
the North, just as the schools are in 
the South. Levittown was built five 
years ago. The homes were adver- 
tised and sold on the basis of two 
main attractions: low-cost and all- 
white. If the explosion didn’t come 
until August, 1957, the fuse was 
placed by William Levitt five years 
earlier when he presumed to make 
Levittown a white ghetto. Home 
owners in Levittown, some of whom 
were enticed by the policy of segre- 
gation, developed a false illusion of 
safety and security. Tidal waves of 
racial change were sweeping the 
country, and indeed an interracial 
development was created only a few 
miles away at Concord Park. But 
Levittown remained an oasis of seg- 
regation until the Myers moved in. 
The desperate fury, the seething 
frustration, and the wild panic that 
followed stemmed from a feeling 
that the ground had given way 
under them. It had, and it was in- 
evitable, because neither Levitt nor 
Levittown had a moral or legal 
right to issue a permanent seal of 
homogenized white purity. 


COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS. An- 
other lesson of Levittown is the 
urgent necessity for community or- 
ganization before, not after, trouble 
breaks out. This is the story of Lit- 
tle Rock, as well as Levittown. 
Too many American communities, 
North and South, have their collec- 
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tive heads in the sand. In Levit- 
town, no community-wide organi- 
zation was equipped to step into the 
breach when the firing started. 

The Citizens Committee for Lev- 
ittown had to be forged in the heat 
of the cauldron; as a result, it 
lacked community prestige, strong 
leadership, and a clear policy. Un- 
der these critical circumstances, the 
Committee, led by a dedicated 
young Protestant minister, Ray 
Harwick, did an admirable and 
back-breaking job. But the elo- 
quent lesson of Levittown for every 
community in America is that we 
are burning daylight in race rela- 
tions; tomorrow is already upon 
us; and there is a crying need for 
communication and organization 
now for the inevitable tasks which 


lie ahead. 


TODAY'S SOCIAL REVOLUTION. 
There is another lesson which cuts 
to the heart of the problem as it 
is revealed all over America. The 
matter of racial integration is no 
longer a cold abstraction, remote 
from our personal experience and 
therefore fit only for sermons, edi- 
torials and parlor debate. A social 
revolution is under way and it is 
putting each of our communities, 
North and South, to the test. Easy 
slogans and verbal righteousness 
are no longer enough. What counts 
now is the inner dialogue which 
goes on in the privacy of each man’s 
conscience and soul and, especially, 
what each of us decides to do. Inte- 
gration is coming inexorably to 
every community, to every block. 
Whether it will come speedily and 
harmoniously, or in pain, depends, 
in large part, upon those who be- 
long to the new class of Americans 
who fall into the much-publicized 
category of “decent and law-abid- 
ing citizens.” 


A Rabbi Speaks Out 


The detachment of the “law abid- 
ing” citizens and the silence of 
those who call themselves religion- 
ists are more crucial than violence 
of the bigots. One of the clearest 
witnesses to this truth is Dr. Wil- 
liam Silverman, the Nashville rabbi 
who has labored tirelessly to pre- 
pare his community and his congre- 


gation for peaceful integration and 
is one of the most fearless of that 
band of rabbis who have dared to 
speak out in the South. 

Rabbi Silverman cites chapter 
and verse of exactly what happened 
in Nashville to document his con- 
viction that a policy of silence—for 
the Jewish, as for the general com- 
munity—is doomed to “tragic fu- 
tility.” Such a strategy of silence, 
he believes, is both immoral and in- 
effective. 


The tenor and temper of Rabbi 
Silverman’s courage can be gauged 
by some of his public utterances. 
“If we are to be true to our heritage 
of prophetic Judaism,” he told his 
congregants in a High Holy Day 
sermon, “then not only we in Nash- 
ville, but every congregation must 
stand and be counted to live by our 
faith and implement its moral 
ideals. Much more is involved than 
an attack upon the Negro. The Ne- 
gro is the symbol to galvanize the 
mobilization of the bigots for war- 
fare against all spiritual values. The 
ultimate objective is to attack the 
principles and precepts of the 
Judeo-Christian way of life. There 
is a time when silence is cowardly. 
There is a time when our faith must 
commit us to moral action. Now is 
such a time.” 


History’s Awesome Challenge 


Whether we are southerners or 
northerners, the challenge is ours; 
we can either sit on our hands or 
practice what we have always 
preached as our basic religious and 
democratic heritage. History has 
confronted us with an awesome 
challenge and an exhilarating op- 
portunity. Whether “decent, law- 
abiding citizens” can act or not will 
shape the America to come. Can re- 
ligion—and specifically Judaism— 
impel us to put our principles to 
the test of action? That is the su- 
preme challenge to our prophetic 
heritage. 





Cominc To New York? 
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The House of Living Judaism 
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Open Daily Except Shabbos. 
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Don't Break the Glass! 
Let Not Superstition Enslave the Mind 


by Albert S. Goldstein 


t has been several days since I 
read “Break the Glass!” in the 
Chanukah edition of American Ju- 
daism. Now that the first wave of 
nausea has subsided, I am writing 
to respond to its final question, “Do 
you agree?” 

1. The traditional excuse for 
breaking the glass at weddings “in 
memory of the destruction of the 
Temple”—even were it not non- 
sense historically (as the late Pro- 
fessor Jacob Z. Lauterbach of the 
Hebrew Union College proved in 
his well-known essay on the subject 
written decades ago) — is absurd, 
symbolically: i.e., as ritual. You 
just don’t commemorate the most 
calamitous event in all Jewish his- 
tory by applause and by shouting 
“Mazol Tov,” the traditional obbli- 
gato for this ceremony. However, if 
you are frightening the evil spirits 
by making a racket. ... At primitive 
Chinese weddings there is similar 
hullabaloo; they scare the devils 
by shooting off firecrackers instead 
of smashing glasses. 

2. There is not the slightest con- 
nection between the current prac- 
tice of glass-breaking and the Tal- 
mudic account of a certain rabbi 
who, at one wedding two thousand 
years ago, smashed an exquisite 
vase to shock the over-enthusiastic 
celebrants into sobriety. a. If it were 
a general custom, it would warrant 
no specific mention in the Talmud 
as a unique act. b. Professor Lauter- 
bach makes it clear that the custom 
was borrowed in late medieval 
times from the practice at German 
drinking parties where the revelers 
smashed the glass with which they 
had just made a toast. c. No mod- 
ern wedding guest is ever sobered 
up when the groom tramples on a 
worn out, flash bulb that has been 
wrapped in a paper napkin, the uni- 


Rabbi Goldstein serves Temple Oha- 
bei Shalom, Brookline, Mass. 
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versal contemporary practice. 

3. No matter what the “explana- 
tion” offered for the practice by the 
officiating rabbi, no solemn, reli- 
gious or contemplative mood is ever 
induced by this uncouth gesture. 
Quite the contrary. It is almost in- 
variably the signal for a general 
outbreak of hand-clapping, not in- 
frequently supplemented by foot- 
stamping. Interspersed with the 
cries of Mazol Tov, there is often 
heard such ribald advice to the 
groom as “break it the first time, 
fellow . show her you're a real 
man!” Thus, so far from having 
risen up from its low origitf as a 
piece of mere “devil-chasing,” the 
custom has sunk very low indeed, 
to become a salute to the most ob- 
scene of pagan deities, Priapus. 

4. Nor is this pitch for permit- 
ting glass-breaking merely a non 
sequitur to the recital of the ex- 
perience of the pathetic afhanced 
refugees and the slaughter of the 
six million and the obliteration of 
their synagogues. The coupling of 
this vulgar practice with the most 
awful disaster of our day is blas- 
phemy, for which the editor and 
author owe their readers an abject 
apology. 

5. The author’s statement that 
one Reform Jewish guidebook ad- 
“the discontinuance of the 
custom” would leave the innocent 
reader totally unaware that every 
Reform Jewish guidebook (Free- 
hof’s Reform Jewish Practice, Feld- 
man’s Guide for Reform Jews, 
CCAR’s Rabbi’s Manual, to men- 
tion only the best known) takes it 
for granted that Reform Jews have 
abolished this custom. (See par. 7 
below.) 

6. The author tells us that we 
ought to perpetuate this practice 


vises 


because it cannot be “so easily 
tossed out.” What noble motivation 


for a spiritual leader to offer to 


religious men and women! The 
same people who pray “that super- 
stition shall no longer enslave the 
mind, nor idolatry blind the eye” 
are asked to perpetuate this custom 
because it cannot be “so easily 
tossed out.” 

Is it easy to rid the world of 
cancer or venereal disease? Yet so 
far, at least, no sane person has ever 
suggested that we ought to encour- 
age them because they are not easy 
to get rid of. 

Face it, teaching and practicing 
prophetic religion was never easy. 
Yet this is precisely the task to 
which Reform is specifically dedi- 
cated. It is not our function to at- 
tempt to recruit as members of our 
congregations people who will sign 
up only if they can come in drag- 
ging behind them customs of which 
Reform has long since cleansed 
itself. 

7. Your author cites no au- 
thorities except the Polish-Doppelt 
guidebook. I submit the following: 


Jacob Z. Lauterbach, in his 
essay on the breaking of the 
glass, has gathered all the rele- 
vant material on this ceremony 
and clearly shows it to be of 
superstitious origin. The break- 
ing of the glass is entirely 
omitted from Reform marriage 
ceremonies. 

Solomon B. Freehof, 

Reform Jewish Practice 


The custom of breaking a glass 
at the wedding, which, accord- 
ing to some, goes back to Tal- 
mudic times, was a regular 
feature of the medieval cere- 
mony. The groom would step on 
the glass, or dash it on the 
ground, or shatter it against 
the north wall. The explana- 
tions generally account for this 
practice as a token of sadness 
which should leaven all rejoic- 
ings, or more commonly after 
the fourteenth century, as a 
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sign of mourning for the de- 
struction of Jerusalem; but 
some of the very rabbis who 
advanced these explanations 
were aware of their artificiality. 
There are indications that the 
real purpose of the custom had 
not been forgotten, as in the 
comment that it was intended 
“to give the accuser (Satan) 
his due.” The demons were be- 
lieved to come from the north, 
and therefore the detail that the 
glass was thrown against the 
north wall has special signifi- 
cance in this connection. The 
custom combined an attempt to 
frighten off the demons with 


noise, and a direct attack upon 
them. 
Joshua Trachtenberg, 
Jewish Magic and 
Superstition 


8. The aim of religious ceremony 
is to invest with sublimity each high 
moment of human existence. By the 
rituals for child-naming, confirma- 
tion, marriage and memorial occa- 
sions, religion esthetically hallows 
the biological cycle of birth, puber- 
ty, maturity and death. 

Solemnizing a marriage is a 
weaving of poetry, the poetry of 


WILLIAM B. MEYERS 


Master Silversmith 
Turns Seventy 





silver- 


WILLIAM B. MEYERS, the ‘master 
smith” of the Reform movement, celebrated 
his 70th birthday last month amidst con- 
gratulations from admirers the world over. 
Designer of such beautiful ceremonial ob- 
jects as the UAHC Kiddush Cup, Mr. Meyers, 
a descendant of a famed goldsmith, Myer 
Meyers, who flourished in this country in 
colonial days, has said that his greatest 
satisfaction is derived from ‘beautifying 
God's house.’’ He is a member of Temple 
B’nai Jeshurun, Newark, N. J. 

All of the works shown, like his others, 
are in sterling silver. 
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BREASTPLATE, pointer below, with Rimonim 
(Tree of Life). 


OLIVE BRANCH MEZUZAH 





words, flowers, music and candle- 
light; of exquisite setting, attire 
and processional pageantry, around 
the mating of two people in love. 
It should be an event where the 
beauty of holiness is blended with 
the holiness of beauty. 

The final solemn words of this 
ceremony are the stately cadenced 
prose of the priestly benediction. 
The only suitable conclusion to this 
service and benediction is a devout 
amen. The gesture of 
stamping on a whiskey jigger is an 


uncouth 


incongruous substitute for or sequi- 
tur to the solemn amen. 





DECALOGUE 





SYNAGOGUE KIDDUSH CUP and Cover 
available through UAHC. 














S THE UNITED STATES still the 

leader in world politics, or is it 
in danger of losing the precious 
leadership of freedom that it has 
prided itself on over the last de- 
cade? This is a question that one 
hears often these days, whether he 
be a boy in school, a businessman at 
the office, or a housewife on the tele- 
phone. Yes, certainly, the great 
strides that Russia has made in 
technological advancement — has 


caused the United States to take 
stock of itself, its educational and 
social systems. And certainly, too, 
this reevaluation has had a pro- 
found effect upon our personal 
spiritual values. 

What then is religion’s role in 





ROBERT S. MILLER of Lexington, Ky., 
(center), NFTY president, gives $1,000 
check to Dr. Eisendrath, president, and 
Judge Solomon Elsner, board chairman, for 
Union Debt Retirement Fund. Other NFTY 
officers are: Henry Levy, Memphis, Tenn., 
Ist vice president; Kenneth Midlo, New 
Orleans, La., 2nd vice president; Ronald 
Bassey, Huntington Woods, Mich., 3rd vice 
president; Guy Rosmarin, Trenton, N. J., 
secretary; Myra Katzen, West Hartford, 
Conn., treasurer. 
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our new world of rocket ships and 
satellites? In a world where men 
and women are filled with new 
hopes and fears, just what consti- 
tutes a meaningful, living Ju- 
daism? Youth wants to know that. 
Personally, I believe that a ‘living 
Judaism, be it for teenager or adult, 
for child, parent or grandparent. is 
still basically the same. Today, a 
misconception for all concerned 
seems to be that Judaism lives only 
in a temple. Six days out of the 
week we rush about carrying the 
heavy burden of daily duties, 
school work and tests and home- 
work, office troubles and news 
broadcasts, canasta and_ bridge 
games, with little regard for ethics; 
and on the seventh day, the Sab- 
bath. we sometimes find time to 
pray for world peace or a business 
deal or a coming geometry exam. 
In the chaos of every-day politics 
and business, of rushing to parties 
and football games, there seems to 
be little time for every-day religion. 
Merely attending Friday night or 
Saturday morning temple services 
makes Judaism a religion for God 
and not for man. A living Judaism 
is a religion of God and man. 
Neither does being a member of 
the National Federation of Temple 
Youth or any other Jewish organi- 
zation in the United States auto- 
matically make one a good Jew. 
Nor is one living Judaism merely 
because he or she attends classes in 
Jewish literature, history, and cus- 
toms, valuable as such courses may 
be; for anything we may learn in 


A LIVING JUDAISM 
for Today’s Youth 





by Charles Nathanson 


Winner in Sermon Contest Conducted by National 
Federation of Temple Youth 


SERMON CONTEST WINNER CHARLES NATHANSON is shown 
with his rabbi (right), Dr. Richard C. Hertz, of Temple Beth El, 
Detroit, Michigan. Behind them is a picture of Isaac Mayer Wise. 
Nathanson, son of a vice-president of the temple’s men’s club, 
delivers his talk on the ‘Message of Israel,’“ UAHC national radio 
broadcast, on January 26. Dr. Hertz is heard on the same program. 


a class remains academic unless we 
apply it to our every-day lives. 

A living Judaism is a way of life. 

A living Judaism is easy enough 
to explain, but not so easy to prac- 
tice. For me it involves two things: 
a deep, profound belief in God; and 
ethical conduct on behalf of Him— 
conduct that is not only present 
sometimes, but includes our rela- 
tion with all people on a high moral 
and just plane. 

I believe that Judaism holds the 
key in our search to find God. I 
believe that through Judaism we 
will become better people in a world 
in dire need of better people and 
stronger citizens in a country in 
need of spiritual strength. 
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STUDY SESSION at Leadership Institute, 
Wisconsin. 
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Next to our attitude towards Ju- 
daism, our step must be into educa- 
tion. Without a rich education, one 
cannot aspire to be much of a Jew. 
Traditionally, Judaism preaches 
the study of the Torah as one of the 
three most essential functions of 
Jewish life. But education does not 
merely imply abstract knowledge of 
Jewish literature and history. It 
pertains to every facet of the Jew- 
ish way of life, past, present, and 
future. 

Then, through our youth groups 
as Jewish youths, and our Jewish 
organizations and community af- 
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SABBATH SERVICE at Camp Union Institute, 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. Holding Torah is 
Rabbi Arnold J. Wolf of Glencoe, Ill. 





fairs as active participating adults. 
we can begin to put into action all 
that we have learned from our rab- 
bis, teachers. and the past experi- 
ences of the Jewish people. In our 
temple organizations we have the 
opportunity to work with, and pro- 
gress with. our fellow Jews in the 
hope of making this world just a 
littl: bit better for our being here. 

Thus there are many phases to 
Jewish life. a Jewish life made 
fuller and richer because of our 
temple and our Jewish community. 
But remember. temple and educa- 
tion and drganizations are merely 
means to an end. That end is to 
weave into our lives a pattern of 
Jewish life and culture that can 
never be blotted out, but instead 
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lives on, exemplified by our every 
action, motivated by the highest 
ethical conduct, and perpetuated 
by a rock-like faith. 

This, then, is a living Judaism, 
a Judaism that is not an “opiate for 
the masses,” that is not a pious 
prayer for peace to be invoked the 
Sabbath day only, that is not a 
mere crutch to lean on when the 
going is rough, like “fox-hole-relig- 
ion” during World War II. This 
is a Judaism that lives by deed, not 
creed .. . a Judaism that will lead 
the way for us in a fast-changing 
rocket world .. . a living Judaism 
for all ages. 





BUSINESS MEETING at NFTY Leadership 
Institute. Sue Stone, Port Washington, N. Y. 
listens to Henry Levy. 


Other Winners In Sermon Contest 


THE ADDRESS printed on this 
page was awarded first prize in a 
sermon contest for temple vouth 
members conducted by the Na- 
tional Federation of Temple Youth. 

Other winners, one for each re- 
sion of NFTY, were: 

Alan M. May, Sherith Israel 
Congregation, San Francisco. 

Richard Bleier, Temple Beth El. 
Chappaqua, N. Y. 

Nancy Katz, Madison 


Temple, Scranton, Pa. 


Avenue 


Phyllis Rosenbaum, Congregation 
Shaarey Emeth, St. Louis. 
Sheila Winnick, Congregation 
Mishkan Israel, New Haven, Conn. 
Louise M. Rose, Fairmount Tem- 
ple, Cleveland. 
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Merle Singer, Temple Emanuel. 


Duluth. Minn. 


Marjorie Mayer, Temple Israel. 
Canton, Ohio. 


Allen Maller. 
Hollywood. Calif. 


Temple _ Israel. 


Dennis Katz, Congregation Aha- 
vath Chesed. Jacksonville. Fla. 


Scotty Schwarz, Hebrew Union 
Congregation, Greenville, Miss. 


Frances Shanblum, Temple Mt. 
Sinai, El Paso. 


Bonnie 
Emanu-El. Houston. 


Singer, Congregation 


Richard Friedman, Congrega- 
tion Beth Israel, Portland, Ore. 


, says Sailor Zim: 
“A trim Zim ship. . . balmy southern skies - 
The perfect trip for the travel-wise!” 
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OME YEARS AGO the late Dr. Hy- 
Ss man G. Enelow. a bachelor and 
then rabbi of Temple Emanu-El in 
New York City, made an interest- 
ing discovery, that the only other 
bachelor ever to occupy his pulpit 
was also the first rabbi to serve 
that congregation. His name: Leo 
Merzbacher. 

Dr. Enelow found, to his sur- 
prise, that almost nothing was 
known about this pioneer Reform 
rabbi and began a search for facts 
touching upon his life. He con- 
ducted a correspondence covering 
two continents and kept it in a spe- 
cial file. However, the Merzbacher 
file was still skimpy when Dr. Ene- 
low died in the 1930's. Leo Merz- 
bacher remains a “mystery man” 
in American Reform. 

In recent years more data has 
come to light. Leo Merzbacher was 
born on March 16, 1809, in the 
little town of Furth, Bavaria, Ger- 
many, where his father, Salman, 
operated a modest grocery busi- 
ness. His father had the misfortune 
of seeing all his seven children pre- 
cede him to the grave. the victims 
of tuberculosis. Of all his sons only 
Leo showed any interest in Jewish 
learning. Consequently the father 
arranged for his son to study under 
the tutelage of the great Rabbi 
Moses Schreiber of Pressburg. 
from whom he received his ordina- 
tion. 

Following further studies at the 
University of Erlangen. Merz- 
bacher qualified with the Bavarian 
government for service in the active 
rabbinate. After vainly seeking a 
suitable position in Germany, he 
embarked in 1841 upon the long 
journey to America. He was the 





Rabbi Cohn serves the Suburban 
Temple, Wantagh, New York. 
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Leo Merzbacher 
Portrait of a Mystery 


by Bernhard N. Cohn 


first fully ordained rabbi to follow 
his calling in this country and to 
assume the title, Reverend Doctor, 
although only the first half of this 
title was fully earned. 

Merzbacher’s first officially re- 
corded act in New York City was 
his delivery of the dedication ser- 
mon at the opening ceremonies of 
Temple Rodeph Sholom in 1842. 
He probably served that temple and 
Congregation Anshe Chesed simul- 
taneously, as did Max Lilienthal 
after him. In 1844 Merzbacher was 
dismissed from these positions be- 
cause of his “Reform tendencies.” 
The particular issue that resulted 
in his dismissal was his urging that 
women refrain from wearing head- 
coverings during religious services. 

By this time Merzbacher’s liberal 
ideas had found adherents in New 
York. The very year of his dismis- 
sal saw a number of like-minded, 
liberal men disassociate them- 
selves from the old German congre- 
gations and found a Cultus Verein 
(religious association) which al- 
most immediately turned into Tem- 
ple Emanu-El, with Merzbacher as 
its spiritual leader. 

The minute books of Temple 
Emanu-El show that Merzbacher’s 
lot was not a very happy one. Re- 
curring attacks of tuberculosis 
made it progressively more difficult 
for him to attend to his rabbinic 
duties. In 1849 the directors of the 
temple requested their rabbi to pre- 
pare a prayer book suitable to their 
services. This Seder Tefillah, as it 
was finally called, was completed 
six years later. By February 1852, 
Merzbacher’s preaching became so 
irregular that the directors felt 
themselves duty-bound to declare 
the pulpit vacant. However, they 
did nothing about it. In 1855 a sec- 
ond resolution was passed calling 


for the engagement of an assistani 
capable of preaching in English as 
well as German. Once again Merz- 
bacher seems to have fought a suc- 
cessful delaying action. In any case. 
no assistant or replacement had as 
yet been found when, on Sh’mini 
Atseres, 1856. while walking home 
from the temple. Leo Merzbacher 
collapsed and died. 

What makes Leo Merzbacher 
such a “mystery man” is the fact 
that we possess almost no first-hand 
information about his life. In addi- 
tion to his prayer book, we have 
only occasional pieces from his own 
hand. A manuscript of a Confirma- 
tion sermon he delivered in 1853 
can be found in the American Jew- 
ish Archives in Cincinnati. We also 
possess a funeral service he wrote 
for the Bnai B’rith of which he 
was a founder. Shortly before his 
death, Merzbacher started to work 
on an article about the Salem Field 
Cemetery of Temple Emanu-El. 
However, he only managed to com- 
plete the opening paragraph, and 
this was printed posthumously in 
David Einhorn’s Sinai as part of a 
longer article on the same subject 
by a Mr. Henry Jones. This is the 
sum total of Leo Merzbacher’s lit- 
erary legacy. 

The mystery surrounding Merz- 
bacher is heightened by the fact 
that we have no photograph of him. 
Fortunately, Max Lilienthal, in an 
obituary article also published in 
Sinai, goes into some descriptive 
detail. “Dr. Merzbacher was a man 
of medium height and average 
build. His hair, which showed no 
signs of grey, was always well 
groomed; his high, majestic fore- 
head bespoke a_ serious, calm 
thinker; two dark eyes peered in- 
tently from behind gold-rimmed 
spectacles upon everyone he ad- 
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dressed; his thin cheeks, which 
were either deathly pale or sickly 
pink, revealed the germ of the dis- 
ease which he carried within him- 
self; his straight lips, which had a 
tendency to appear hard, neverthe- 
less liked to smile; his walk and 
appearance were uniformly calm, 
partly due to his illness and partly 
to the trials which he had to en- 
dure.” 

Merzbacher’s approach to Re- 
form was cautious. He felt that 
simply to discard a religious cus- 
tom because it failed to stand up 
under the scrutiny of reason was to 
put the cart before the horse. Noth- 
ing in Judaism should be rejected 


unless, upon actual experience, it 
proved meaningless. 

Merzbacher was a firm believer 
in the religious deed. In the course 
of that Confirmation sermon, de- 
livered in the old Christy Street 
sanctuary of Temple Emanu-El, he 
said, “The deed is the essence of 
religion. To act in the fear of God, 
to practice the fulfillment of obliga- 
tions, to observe all that is com- 
manded us by Scripture and con- 
science—that is what religion de- 
mands. Only then _ investigate, 
prove, examine, and convince your- 
selves. And if you find something 
that is objectionable or harmful 
then, by all means, eliminate it. But 








to do nothing and then look for ex- 
cuses for inaction, to discard some 
of the holiest commandments and 
then muse over them—this leads 
to moral corruption. It leads to the 
kind of legislation of which it is 
said that ‘each man does what he 
well pleases.’ ” 

Leo Merzbacher stood for what 
might be called an “orderly Re- 
form. In this sense he was a prophet 
of his time, foreshadowing the 
processes that were to be followed 
in later years by the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis and 
the UAHC. He was in every respect 
a true pioneer of American Re- 
form. 


Reflections of a Christian Minister 


What causes juvenile 
delinquency? 


HE QUESTION might better be 
g ieorthy “Who causes it?” In 
some cases, alas, the parents cause 
it. They spend too little time with 
their children, or they give them 
more freedom than they can handle. 


A second factor is the fact that 
our youngsters live in a delinquent 
society. An expert in this question 
recently said, “The positive corre- 
lation between the rate of delin- 
quency and the war and cold war 
cannot be ignored. It is hard to 
instil those built-in controls of hos- 
tile behavior when children are 
being reared in a world that reeks 
of hostility.” 


Here again the parent has a job. 
True, the influences of the outside 
world, which come in throuch the 
TV screen, are distressing. But it 
then becomes the job of the parents 
to counteract those influences. Our 
children cannot be shielded from 
ugliness but they can at least see 
that ignoble qualities are not sanc- 
tioned by their own parents. 





The Rev. Mr. Peabody serves the Fed- 
erated Church of De Ruyter, N.Y. 
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by Alan B. Peabody 


Is released time a solution to 
our moral problem? 


When we see the magnitude of 
our moral problem, we seek sure- 
fire solutions. One of them is re- 
leased time. In our dilemma, many 
have tried to “religionize” our pub- 
lic schools. Thus, in some areas of 
the land we have Bible readings, 
prayers, and even sectarian relig- 
ious instruction. In one school a 
voice booms out over the inter- 
com, “We will now pray.” And all 
the children dutifully obey. Shades 
of 1984! 


Imposed religious exercises and 
coerced attendance at religious 
classes will not necessarily provide 
an answer to the problems of char- 
acter education. People often think 
that “our kids” need something in 
the way of religion and morals. But 
often the very people who make 
this assertion, whether parents, 
educators or community leaders, 
flout ethical ideals in their daily 
life. Hence, they do not set an 
example to the youngsters, and this 
can undo all the training admin- 
istered. I think, for example, of the 
Scoutmaster who tells candidates 
for advanced rank in the Scouts 
that they must receive a character 


reference from a minister. But the 
only time the Scoutmaster appears 
in church is on Boy Scout Sunday! 


How, then, can religious 
values be transmitted? 


Here, again, we cannot evade 
the area of good influences. Only if 
parents demonstrate the efficacy of 
religious values will children re- 
gard them as important. Of course, 
the religious school is important. 
but the moment it is viewed as a 
substitute, instead of an adjunct of 
the home, its curriculum becomes 
futile. Unfortunately, there are too 
few committed parents, too many 
public school teachers without dedi- 
cation, some uncommitted religious 
school teachers, even a number of 
clergymen who live at too low a 
level, too many respected celebri- 
ties whose lives deny those precepts 
which we would glorify in home 
and in church. No wonder innumer- 
able ordinary folk have never dis- 
covered what great satisfaction can 
be derived from compliance with 
spiritual teachings. How much 
more important inner peace is than 
outer space. Our children must 
learn this truth, then. What we need 
is a corps of brave non-conformists 
who will exhibit to the world that 
joy comes from obeying the will of 


God! 








How to Strengthen the Saving of Lives 


by A. B. Polinsky 


General Chairman, Combined Campaign for American Reform Judaism 


HAD OCCASION to say recently 

that if American Jews were to be 
judged by the way in which they 
support their national religious in- 
stitutions, they would receive a fail- 
ing grade. To my surprise, my re- 
marks excited much comment 
published and verbal — some of it 
heated and even hostile. A well- 
known columnist, for example, 
commented that the many tens of 
millions of dollars being spent for 
the rescue of Jewish refugees is 
ipso facto an expenditure for the 
strengthening of Judaism. I do not 
feel refuted by this view, nor do I 
have any quarrel with it. Those who 
take this position, allegedly contra 
mine, are dodging the issue I have 
posed. Jewish lives must be saved 
from places of danger. of course. 
And the great funds needed for this 
should be forthcoming from every 
responsible Jewish man and wom- 
an. But there is more to the 
strengthening of Judaism than the 
giant funding of programs for the 
rescue and resettlement of refugees. 

I have graven on my memory a 
statement by Dr. Maurice N. Eisen- 
drath, president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 
a man of passionate concern foi 
the fate and future of the Jews of 
Israel, Poland, the Soviet Union, 
Morocco and other places. No one 
has spoken more courageously, has 
led American Jews more daringly 
in the effort to save lives and sus- 
tain the people of Israel. Yet he 
called upon the delegates to the last 
Biennial Convention of the UAHC 
in April. 1957, “to set before Amer- 
ican Jewry the naked truth con- 
cerning our outpouring of stagger- 
ing sums not merely to feed the 
flesh and rescue the bodies but to 
nourish the souls of myriads of 
Jews elsewhere, while at the same 
time abandoning them to spiritual 
starvation at our very doorstep.” 

I say again, as I said in Cincin- 
nati this past October at the inaugu- 


ral of the 1957-58 Combined Cam- 
paign, that giving to the central na- 
tional institutions of American Ju- 
daism must be brought into line 
with giving for other communal 
causes if the danger described by 
Dr. Eisendrath is to be met and 
conquered. 

The national institutions of the 
Reform movement — the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations 
and the Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion—have 
few groups to count on for support. 
The individual Jew, the 550 con- 
gregations of the Reform move- 
ment and the local Jewish welfare 
funds are the only bodies from 
which funds can be sought. And if 
these fail to give in truly generous 
measure, the central institutions be- 
cin to fail in their mission and the 
individual Jew is soon the loser 
in a general weakening and lessen- 
ing of sacred programs. 

This is not so with many of our 
other Jewish causes. Refugee or- 
ganizations are aided not only by 
the individual Jew, by synagogues. 
and by the welfare funds, but re- 
ceive funds from governmental 
and inter-governmental bodies—a 
source of funds scrupulously avoid- 
ed by our religious institutions out 
of utmost fidelity to the principle 
of separation of church and state. 
\ Jewish hospital, for example, is 
the beneficiary not only of com- 
munal funds, but of Chest alloca- 
tions, and municipal, state, and 
federal monies. 

Many groups are the benefici- 
aries not only of communal and 
governmental aid, but receive 
grants from the very large founda- 
tions and endowments on the basis 
that their activities are of direct 
benefit to all, regardless of religious 
identity. 

In the case of our national reli- 
gious institutions — Reform, Con- 
servative. and Orthodox—the only 
source of funds is the Jewish com- 





a. 


A. B. Polinsky 


munity per se. A minimal gift, a 
token allocation, a reduced con- 
tribution is thus a compounding of 
harm: too little for great tasks to 
begin with. and tasks themselves 
that take more and more money 
from year to year as the private. 
public, and organizational “cost of 
living” continues to rise. 

The next time you are called on 
to give to the Combined Campaign, 
which raises funds for the central 
institutions of American Reform 
Judaism, think back to these facts. 
If you fail to give generously, or 
fail to give at all, you are, in effect, 
inflicting a serious wound not only 
on Judaism but on all Jewish com- 
munal causes — for these causes 
have much of their origin, inspira- 
tion and call on your conscience in 
the social commandments and 
teachings of the Jewish faith which 
our great national religious insti- 
tutions do so much to preserve and 
propagate. To keep these com- 
mandments and _ teachings alive. 
make it a strong point of your giv- 
ing to the Combined Campaign - 
which is a fundamental means of 
undergirding the saving of lives: 
refugee lives, your life, and the 
very existence of Judaism. 
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MY IDEA OF GOD 


SATISFYING CONCEPTION of God 

today must be free of super- 
stition, of barbarism, of supernatu- 
ralism. It must also account for the 
existence of evil and suffering in a 
world which a good, omnipotent 
God is alleged to have created. and 
where apparently He allows that 
evil to continue: war, disease, fam- 
ine, injustice, hate, and ignorance 
have plagued man through time. 

A free, self-determining force 
which gives life to the universe and 
works toward creating harmony 
and order out of chaos is God. God 
will ultimately be the universe and 
all that is in it. God is the truth, 
beauty, and goodness in man, and 
the values of man are in God. Man’s 
freedom to grow toward a better 
harmony with himself, his neigh- 
bor, and his world stems from the 
life force which expresses it as a 
dimension. 

God is the natural law in the uni- 
verse, bringing order out of disor- 
der, cosmos out of chaos. God is the 
moral order working to achieve 
truth, beauty, and goodness in the 
world. God is the spirit of freedom 
expressing itself in the random, ca- 
pricious response of the atom and 
in the well-ordered life of the disci- 
plined man. 

God is the force striving to elimi- 
nate injustice, war, hate, disease. 
and suffering. God is the spirit of 
man expressing itself in the daily 
act of kindness. of justice. of hon- 
esty, of love, of mercy. God is the 
genius of man, creating the beauty 
of art out of a reality that includes 
man’s suffering. God is free, ani- 
mating, harmonizing. 

But God is not all-powerful. In- 
justice and suffering exist not be- 
cause a good God desires them but 
because He is powerless to prevent 
Dr. Rosenkranz is director of educa- 
tion of Temple Israel, St. Louis, Mo. 
This excerpt is from his book, The 
Meaning in Your Life (Philosophical 
Library ). 
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them. He is working toward their 
elimination, toward His own fulfil- 
ment. So are we working toward 
that end when we perform any act 
of justice or goodness in the world. 
\s God in His freedom moves in 
His own self-determined direction 
through us, evil and human misery 
will decrease. 

The concept of man being made 
in the image of God is meaningful 
in the sense that man’s freedom is a 
development from the cosmic free- 
dom inherent in reality. The Decla- 
ration of Independence expresses 
the same idea when it states that 
men are endowed by their creator 
with certain rights, including the 
one of liberty. Those rights are in- 
alienable because you can no more 
remove freedom from man _ than 
you can remove height from a 
mountain. It is a dimension. It is 
an integral part of reality, a gift 
from God, and Thomas Jefferson 
was aware of it. 

To be religious you must have 
faith that the universe is friendly 
to the ideals of man. To believe in 
God you must do exactly that—you 
must believe in His existence. There 
is no evidence that we shall ever be 
able to prove to the satisfaction of 
skeptics the existence of God, and 
neither is there evidence that such 
proof would be desirable. For if it 
were possible to prove, logically, 
the existence of God. the knowledge 
would overwhelm us. Man would 
then have to devote himself to con- 
formity with, and obedience to, a 
fixed divine will. There would be no 
opportunity for man to grow—for 
courage, for love—to prove in his 
personality God’s life. There would 
be no room for evolution in the 
values of man. We must understand 
the nature of both the world and 
man in order to appreciate the fact 
that neither God nor meaning can 
be explicit, for if they were, we 
would not know the world as it now 


is. 


Yet, periodically, claims are 
made for scientific proof of the ex- 
istence or non-existence of God. The 
question was most recently raised 
by Einstein’s description of all 
change in terms of his unified field 
theory. It supports the position of 
those who conceive the universe as 
an organized whole rather than as a 
number of variously related or un- 
related parts. His formula E=MC? 
does not prove the existence of God, 
It does place scientific evidence on 
the side of those who see the uni- 
verse as a unity, and removes scien- 
tific support from the position that 
the world is a collection of unre- 
lated forces. 

While science can still not be 
said to prove God or freedom, it 
now is in a position to furnish evi- 
dence to support a naturalistic basis 
for faith in both. 


MARKING CONCLUSION OF 
LITERARY SERIES 





MAMIE G. GAMORAN (center) autographs 
a copy of her most recent book for Dr. 
Eisendrath, UAHC president (left), as Dr. 
Emanuel Gamoran looks on. The book was 
the third and final volume of a series “The 
New Jewish History,’ textbooks emphasizing 
triumphs as well as trials of Jews and 


Judaism. 
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What about Women Rabbis? 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: In recent years 
the question of whether women 
should be trained as rabbis has 
been revived. Discussed by the Cen- 
tral Conference of American Rab- 
bis in the 20’s, the matter again 
came to the fore a few years ago 
when a bold proposal to open the 
rabbinate to women was made by 
Dr. Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland 
rabbi, who then headed the Con- 
ference. The subject was mentioned 
further at the 1957 Toronto Bi- 
ennial Assembly when Miss Jane 
Evans, NFTS director, likewise 
recommended the ordination of 
women in her report to the Con- 
vention. We present further discus- 
sion on the subject. The symposium 
begins with excerpts from an arti- 
cle by Mrs. Elma Levinger, the 
noted author. Copies of her state- 
ment were sent to a group of women 
leaders for their comments, some 
of which are herewith printed.) 


I See No Obstacles 
by Elma Ehrlich Levinger 


Wife of Rabbi Lee Levinger of Los 
Altos, California. Mrs. Levinger is 
the author of some forty books, the 
most recent of which is Elijah. 


Wouenever THE QUESTION of 
women rabbis comes up, and lately 
it has been discussed vigorously if 
not conclusively in Reform circles. 
certain debaters fall back upon 
apologetics. We are reminded of 
the honor paid since earliest days 


20 


to the Jewish wife and mother of 
the learned Beruria, who rebuked 
her saintly, rabbinical husband on 
one occasion and preached toler- 
ance to him on another. In later 
times, we are told there was a Mir- 
iam Shapira, who was actually, the 
principal of a rabbinical college. 

Perhaps the best approach we 
have to the problem (mind, I say 
approach, not answer) may be 
found in the recently published life 
story of Ray Frank Litman (under 
the imprint of the American Jewish 
Historical Society). Mrs. Litman 
was a mother of Hillel at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, a writer, Sunday 
school organizer and teacher, lec- 
turer of considerable importance 
in her own day, and often the occu- 
pant of pulpits at the turn of the 
century. A lyric interviewer for 
the Cincinnati Times Star in 1893 
hailed her as “a famous Jewess who 
has been called a Female Messiah.” 

But although our heroine actu- 
ally studied under Rabbi Isaac M. 
Wise and was urged by some Chi- 
cago Jews to form a congregation 
with herself as its spiritual head, 
she refused. She wrote: “I do not 
aspire to the office of rabbi; I could 
never be one. That is thoroughly 
masculine.” 

All of which leaves us shockingly 
near the point at which we started. 
Do we in Reform Judaism want 
women rabbis: full-time ones, not 
lecturers like the gifted Ray Lit- 
man? And, if they should be or- 
dained, would we accept them? 

Today’s rabbi is more than a 


sermon-worker. He serves on a 
dozen or more boards, Jewish and 
civic. Surely his feminine counter- 
part, so successful in social service, 
could do as well in representing the 
Jewish group. The rabbi must be 
a fund-raiser, and our women who 
play such a noble role in gathering 
monies for everything worthwhile 
from the United Drive to a kitchen 
range for the temple, could do that, 
too. 

What about pastoral duties, visit- 
ing the sick, the bereaved? These 
duties a woman rabbi could cer- 
tainly perform, sometimes even 
better than a man. There are times 
of grief or panic during illness, 
when the sufferer feels the need of 
a woman's sympathy. A rabbi may 
have a tender heart and special 
training in the psychology of visit- 
ing the sick, but can he soothe a 
pregnant woman near her delivery 
with: “I know just how you feel. 
Before my Stevie was born... .” 

I, for one, can see no obstacle in 
the path of a pioneer feminine 
rabbi that she cannot overcome. 
Not all of the aspirants will take 
the hurdles, but do all the men? 
Consider the outcry against women 
doctors. Those who found their way 
into medical schools were warned 
at the outset that they had better 
be “mighty good.” What is going 
to prevent any properly equipped 
woman courageous enough to 
break a path in this still unbroken 
field? Let us hope that she will 
make good so spectacularly that 
many of her sisters will follow her. 


SISTERHOOD TOPICS 
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Problems 
by Dorothy Glauber 


Mrs. Glauber of Rockville Centre, 
\. Y., is president of NFTS District 
Vo. 3, the New York Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods, and a member 
of the NFTS Board of Directors. 


Many PROBLEMS would arise in 
the wake of accepting women as 
rabbis. Take the burden it would 
impose on the husband of the fe- 
male pulpiteer. 

Could he be mother and father 
to the children? Who will be 
mother when mother is preparing 
a confirmation class, writing a ser- 
mon, or making a parish call? 
Women can do much for the better- 
ment of mankind, but what can 
they accomplish more worthwhile 
than raising a family to be good 
citizens and good Jews? 

If they have the ability and in- 
terest, let them be good wives to 
our wonderful rabbis. 


Many Would Recoil 
by Miriam R. Resnick 


Mrs. Resnick, of San Jose, Calif., is 
an NFTS board member. 


Arnovcn 1 aM usuaLty a thor- 
ough-going and even militant fem- 
inist, and though I have battled 
(thus far in vain) for votes for 
women in my own congregation, 
something in me—something emo- 
tional, feminine—rises in protest 


against the plea for women rabbis. 

All the arguments are intellectu- 
ally unassailable. But one thing to 
me is crucial. Religion is, at base, 
an emotional experience, and emo- 
tionally we Jews are accustomed to 
male preachers. Most of us, I feel 
sure, would recoil from the sight of 
a woman in the pulpit. 

A pity? I don’t think so. There 
are so many untrod paths for am- 
bitious, able women still to explore. 
We don’t need the rabbinate to dis- 
play our ability. If there is a dearth 
of male candidates for the rabbin- 
ate, let us mothers inspire our sons 
to the spirituality necessary to un- 
derstanding that exacting role. 


A New Pattern 
by Jean Wise May 


Daughter of Isaac Mayer Wise, Mrs. 
May holds a host of important posts 
in many organizations. She is an 
honorary life member of the NFTS 
Board of Directors. 


I preparation for this comment, 
[ talked with many women. All 
agreed that, given the same years 
of education and a good home 
background, women could become 
dignified, selfless, scholarly rabbis. 

A great number of my friends 
believed, however, that only a few 
could “make the grade.” It is diff- 
cult to be a wife, mother and home- 
maker—and a professional worker 
as well. Only the exceptional per- 
son would be able to overcome the 





MISS JANE EVANS, NFT executive director (center), congratulates Mrs. Abraham Levensohn, 
Brookline, Mass. (left), retiring president of the New England Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods, and Mrs. Stanley Levin, Waterbury Conn., last president of the Connecticut Federa- 
tion of Temple Sisterhoods, whose untiring efforts brought about the newly merged New 
England Federation of Temple Sisterhoods at a convention in Worcester, Mass. 
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prejudices of those who believe 
that pulpiteering is a masculine 
prerogative. 

But Reform is not afraid of 
change. We are certain that women 
can qualify as rabbis. 

It is well known that the need 
for more rabbis grows every year 
in our country and wherever Jews 
live. 

We hope that our religious or- 
ganizations and institutions will 
give thought and study to this prob- 
lem. If women do achieve this ob- 
jective, it will set a new pattern in 
progress for Jewry. 


A Special Mission 
by Mrs. Lenore i Ross 


Mrs. Ross is author of the UAHC 
book, Bible Tales for Very Young 


Children. 


have no doubt that women can 

become as proficient in the rab- 
binate as men. However, they 
should not do the ordinary things 
now done by rabbis. 

I believe a special female corps 
should be trained to do a specific 
job, namely, to be of service to 
other women and inspire them to 
become better ethical instructors of 
their children. 

This special task would be a su- 
preme achievement which women 
could best offer. 


(To be continued in future issues.) 





MRS. JOSEPH PULVER, Providence, Rhode Is- 
land, is the first president of the newly or- 
ganized NFTS District #1, the New England 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, created 
from a merger of the former New England 
and Connecticut Federations of Temple Sis- 
terhoods. 











Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


ONGRATULATIONS to the Temple 
Sisterhood of Indianapolis 
which has added 103 new members 
to its roster. This increase of ap- 
proximately 25 per cent, reports 
the president, Mrs. Charles Fisch, is 
due in large measure to the efforts 
of the energetic membership chair- 
man, Mrs. Marijane Popp. 


* * * 


MRS. HUGO DALSHEIMER, immediate 
past president of NFTS, has been 
honored by being named associate 
general chairman of the Combined 
Campaign for American Reform 
Judaism, the purpose of which is 
to provide funds for the annual 
maintenance of the Union of Amer- 
ican Hebrew Congregations and the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish In- 
stitute of Religion. 


* * * 


“WHAT OBSERVANCES should a Re- 
form Jew follow?”—a question 
hotly debated, but not resolved at 
the last Biennial Convention of the 
Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations in Toronto, is the sub- 
ject of a course being presented by 
Rabbi Alan S. Green to the Sister- 
hood of Temple Emanu El, Cleve- 


land, Ohio. The members are study- 
ing traditional observances and 
customs in an attempt to determine 
which of these can still offer in- 
spiration to the modern Jew. They 
will then compare their findings 
with several guides for Reform 
Jews published by rabbis and at- 
tempt to arrive at an expression of 
the basic tenets of Judaism as ap- 
plied to contemporary times. The 
group will report to the congrega- 
tion early in 1958. 


* * * 


TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CONCORD in 
Syracuse, New York has reactivated 
its Junior Sisterhood. The group, 
which consists of forty-four girls 
from the ages of twelve through 
fifteen, will offer services to the 
temple and the community, rang- 
ing from assisting the senior Sister- 
hood in its annual mother-daughter 
banquet to serving luncheon at 
parties given for the children of the 
religious school; from acting as 
baby-sitters for Friday evening and 
special holiday services to being 
waitresses at all congregational 
dinners. They will also plan enter- 
tainments for the Veterans Hospi- 
tal, the Jewish Home for the Aged, 
and one large community project. 


TORAH CONVOCATION 


a \ POURED OUR HEARTS OUT 


and emerged spiritually 
enriched.” So spoke one of the 
women who participated in the first 
Torah Convocation for Sisterhood 
Members of Temple Beth Israel, 
Hartford, Connecticut. Limited to 
thirty-five women, because its suc- 
cess depended on an intimate rela- 
tionship among those assembled, 
this one-day “retreat” brought to 
the participants a greater under- 
standing of their faith and a feeling 
of “inner refreshment.” 


The day began at 10:30 in the 


morning with a short service con- 
ducted in the chapel by Rabbi 
Abraham J. Feldman. At 11 o’clock, 
Mrs. Feldman, the rabbi’s wife and 
a Sisterhood leader in her own 
right, served as moderator for a 
panel discussion on “Our Religious 
I.Q.” Three of the participants dis- 
cussed ten questions pertinent to 
Jewish life, questions such as: Can 
You Never Attend Temple and Still 
Be a Religious Jew?; What Does 
God Mean to Me?; Can You Be a 
Religious Jew if You Have Not 
Studied the Bible? 


The panelists had met previously 
with Mrs. Feldman in order to 
avoid duplication of presentation 
and were briefed on subject, ap- 
proach, and source material. The 
result was a spirited and thoughtful 
discussion from which emerged 
some positive ideas on how to bring 
greater spiritual enrichment into 
the daily lives of the families of the 
Temple. A practical suggestion was 
made for increasing Temple atten- 
dance by having the Sisterhood 
provide baby-sitters. 


Each member brought a box 
lunch and was served coffee and 
dessert. After lunch, Rabbi Leonard 
Helman led a discussion on “Relig- 
ion as a Personal Experience.” 
Some of the participants gave inter- 
pretations of their concept of Re- 
form Judaism. Others voiced their 
conflicts with the beliefs and prac- 
tices of their Orthodox parents and 
their doubts about the depth of 
their own Jewishness. Through this 
personal search for spiritual values, 
several constructive changes were 
brought about in the thinking of 
the participants. 


Among those present were a 
number of young women, new 
members of the Temple, with Or- 
thodox backgrounds. “Talking it 
out” seemed to remove their feel- 
ings of guilt and to lead them to an 
understanding acceptance of their 
liberal faith. Most of these women 
have since become very active in 
Sisterhood work. 


At three o’clock, Rabbi Feldman 
addressed the group on “Sermons 
in Stones,” or “The Walls of the 
Temple Speak.” This address was 
followed by a short concluding 
service. 


“From the moment of entering 
the sanctuary, the outside world 
was forgotten,” said one partici- 
pant. “The afternoon was a sound- 
ing-board for all my religious frus- 
trations,” commented another. “It 
was a day of inner refreshment,” 
said still another. Our correspond- 
ent, Mrs. Sidney Rafal, a former 
president of the Sisterhood and 
now a District vice president, sum- 
med it up as follows: “The value of 
the convocation lay in its complete 
dedication to a personal search for 
a more intimate understanding of 
spiritual values.” 


SISTERHOOD TOPICS i. 














tr 


he 
Ju 
N 
se 
CO 
va 
de 
sh 


to 

Fe 
the 
in 
tui 
ter 


is 
S, 
re 


of 


in 
ns 
he 


as 
ns 


ng 
Id 
ci- 
d- 
1s- 
‘It 
nag 
d- 


er 














With Our Districts 


IFTEEN Sisterhood District Con- 
DP caoas were held in many 
parts of the United States during 
October and November. 

NFTS District #24, the Western 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. 
meeting in Oakland, chose as a 
Convention theme, “Bridges to Re- 
form Judaism through Sisterhood.” 
which was carried out in workshops 
related to the four Departments of 
Sisterhood activities. 


DAYTON, OHIO, was the scene of 
the Convention of NFTS District 
+6, the Ohio Federation. In addi- 
tion to the usual workshops on Sis- 
terhood activities, a novel feature 
of the program was entitled. “The 
Case of Social Action ws. Joe 
Teener,” in which the participants 
were members of the Temple Israel 
Youth Group of Dayton. 


THE CONVENTION THEME of Dis- 
trict 322, the Texas-Oklahoma 
Federation meeting in Tulsa, Okla- 
homa, was “Design for Living: 
Judaism.” Mrs. Mose Schwartz. 
NFTS fourth vice president. pre- 
sented a Leadership Training 
course in a novel fashion, Using 
various types of hats as props. she 
demonstrated good and bad leader- 
ship in an amusing fashion. 


NFTS DISTRICT #3, the New York 
Federation, took its Convention 
theme from Pirke Aboth, the Ethics 
of the Fathers. “Upon three things 
doth the world rest: Torah 
(study); Avodah (work); and 
Gemiluth Chasidim (good deeds). 
A special feature of the Convention 
was the “Pinky” luncheon in honor 
of Miss Leah Pincus who retired as 
executive secretary after thirty 
years of service. 


PARKERSBURG. W. VA.. was host 
to District +7, the West Virginia 
Federation. whose Convention 
theme was “Sisterhood Serves Liv- 
ing Judaism.” Workshops were fea- 
tured on Youth, Education and Sis- 
terhood, the YES program of NFTS 
supported by the sale of Union- 
grams and cash contributions. 
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IN PINE BLUFF, Arkansas, at the 
Convention of District +16, the 
Mississippi-Arkansas Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods, the Committee 
on Thanks, dressed in bedsheets 
draped like Roman togas, sub- 
mitted a unique report with apolo- 
gies to William Shakespeare in the 
form of a playlet entitled “Much 
Ado about Something.” 

DISTRICT 38, comprising the 
states of Delaware, Maryland. 
North Carolina. Virginia, and 
Washington, D. C., meeting in Wil- 
mington, Del.. chose as its theme: 
“Living Dividends through Reform 
Judaism.” The discussions centered 
around the challenge of today’s 
world and how this challenge can 
be met by Liberal Judaism and its 
institutions. 


DISTRICTS #1 AND +2. the New 
England Federation of Temple Sis- 
terhoods and the Connecticut State 
Federation, at a joint Convention 
held concurrently with the New 
England Council of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations 
in Worcester, Mass.. were merged 
into a new Federation to be known 
as District +1. the New England 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. 


The new president of the merged 


group is Mrs. Joseph Pulver of 
Providence. Rhode Island. 

Reports on other district con- 
ventions will be carried in future 


issues as space permits. 
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Mrs. Joseph 
York, retiring president of the New York 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, stands 
with Miss Leah Pincus at the ‘Pinkie’ lunch- 
eon, honoring District 3's executive secre- 
tary upon her retirement after 30 years of 
service. 


Glanzer, Crestwood, New 


Beauty Pays Off 


A FLOWER BULB SHOP, the major 
“Ways and Means” project of Tem- 
ple Emanu-El Sisterhood, Birming- 
ham, Alabama, proves not only that 
“beauty is its own excuse for be- 
ing.” but that it can be a profitable 
commodity as well. This enterprise 
netted the Sisterhood over $5,000 
for the year. 

Most of the bulbs are tulips 
ordered by the Sisterhood directly 
from Holland. though other bulbs 
are also available. All of the bulbs 
offered for sale have first been 
tested by Mrs. Hyman Miller, proj- 
ect adviser, in her own garden. The 
bulb sale is a year-round project 
and involves one hundred sixteen 
women. a record number, reports 
Mrs. C. I. Dreyfus, the president. 
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MRS. LEROY GLAUBER, Rockville Centre, New York, newly elected president of the New Yor! 
Federation of Temp'e Sisterhoods, stands beside the NFTS exhibit at the District’s Conver 


tion in Albany, New York. 
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ECISIONS TO STRENGTHEN 

Reform Judaism through 
Brotherhood were reached at the 
XVIIth Biennial NFTB Convention 
in Pittsburgh, November 7-10. It 
was the best attended, most enthu- 
siastic and most hospitable conven- 
tion in NFTB’s history. 

Scores of letters and personal 
comments after the convention at- 
test to the determination reached at 
Pittsburgh to intensify the work of 
the brotherhoods as a service arm 
of their temples. In addition, sig- 
nificant plans were revealed for ex- 
pansion of the great interfaith proj- 
ect of the temple brotherhoods, the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society. 

A record number of 520 dele- 
gates and official visitors from 107 
brotherhoods in all parts of the 
U.S. and Canada joined several 
hundred others from the Pitts- 
burgh area at four days of meet- 
ings, home hospitality, dinner- 
dances and functions for ladies. 

A digest and picture story of the 
convention follows. The full pro- 
ceedings, with texts of the major 
addresses, will appear in a Conven- 
tion Book, which will be sent by 
NFTB to all delegates and to broth- 


srhoods for their temple libraries. 


Dues Increase. A vital step for- 
ward was taken when the Conven- 
tion, by an overwhelming 6 to | 
vote, increased the annual NFTB 
per capita dues from $1 to $2, effec- 
tive with the 1958-59 fiscal year. 
This action, taken after a full dis- 
‘ussion, will insure the future 
zrowth and development of the 
‘rotherhood movement. 

Constitutional Amendments. 
\ larger NFTB Executive Board 
was voted to give more brother- 
hoods national representation. The 
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new Board comprises 70 regular 
members, ten more than before, 
plus the presidents of regional coun- 
cils. New offices, assistant treasurer 
and assistant secretary, were estab- 
lished. The number of delegates 
brotherhoods are entitled to send 
to conventions was doubled. 

Major Addresses. U.S. Senator 
Jacob K. Javits, of New York, and 
Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, presi- 
dent of the UAHC, were the prin- 
cipal speakers. 

Senator Javits addressed the 
banquet the night before he left for 
a NATO Conference in Paris. In 
his message, which was broadcast, 
he recommended a new U.S. for- 
eign policy in the Middle East. 

Dr. Eisendrath addressed the 
convention on “The Price of 
Brotherhood.” The two speakers 
teamed together in an ABC radio 
network, “Message of Israel” 
broadcast on peace, dedicated to 
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the convention. 

Leo Wertgame, Kansas City, re- 
tiring president, at the opening 
luncheon urged the brotherhoods 
to dedicate themselves to the prin- 
ciples of Judaism. 

At a special Friday night service 
attended by 1200 people at Rodef 
Shalom Temple and preceded by a 
dinner tendered by the congrega- 
tion to the delegates, Mr. Wertgame 
spoke again. He said the temple 
brotherhoods must stand in defense 
of human rights and through their 
faith establish peace. 

Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, rabbi 
of the temple, urged the brother- 
hoods to direct their energies to 
adult education. 

At the Friday luncheon, Mr. Ar- 
kush described the different reli- 
gions he had observed during his 
recent trip around the world. He 


(Continued on page 27) 


NEW OFFICERS: I. to r., seated, Edward Lee, Scarsdale, 1st vice-pres., NFTB, and chancellor, 
JCS; J. Robert Arkush, Los Angeles, president; Silas Adelsheim, Pittsburgh, vice-pres.; 
Eli Spielberg, St. Louis, vice-pres. Standing, |. to r., Sylvan Lebow, New York, executive 


director; Seymour M. Liebowitz, Lawrence, L. I., 


treasurer; J. Jacques Stone, New York, 


vice-pres.; Philip H. Lehman, Baltimore, secretary. Herschel L. Feibelman, Memphis, asst. 
secretary. Lewis A. Lowenstein, Houston, not shown, is asst. treasurer. 
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700 TURNED OUT for colorful banquet, at 
left, in  Penn-Sheraton Hotel Ballroom, 
Pittsburgh, highiight of 17th Biennial NFTB 


Convention. 


PA PITT, portrayed by Lawrence Eiggard, 
welcomed delegates. 


J. ROBERT ARKUSH, left, new president, with principal speaker, U.S. Senator Jacob K. GAVEL 1S TURNED OVER by Leo Wertgame, 
Javits, center, and Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, UAHC president. retiring president, to J. Robert Arkush. 


EUGENE B. STRASSBURGER, Rodef Shalom MILTON E. HARRIS, Pittsburgh, right, hard SILAS ADELSHEIM, genial NFTB vice-presi- 
Men’‘s Club, Pittsburgh, was a most able working convention chairman, with Harold dent, helped spark outstanding local ar- 
toastmaster. W. Dubinsky, past NFTB president. rangements. 
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Life Member Luncheon Raises 


$20,000 to Honor JCS Founder 


N INSPIRING life member lunch- 
A eon of the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society was attended by 100 per- 
sons at the Penn-Sheraton Hotel in 
Pittsburgh November 9, pictured 
above, and $20,000 was raised to 
further the Society’s activities. 

The meeting was dedicated to the 
100th anniversary of Rabbi Henry 
Berkowitz, founder of the JCS. 

He was a member of the first 
class of four Reform rabbis to be 
eraduated from the Hebrew Union 
College, and was the rabbi of Ro- 
deph Shalom Temple, Philadelphia, 
for 32 years. 

Tributes to Rabbi Berkowitz 
were given by Leon L. Berkowitz, 
nephew of the rabbi and a former 
national JCS chairman, and by Dr. 
Solomon B. Freehof, rabbi of Ro- 
def Shalom Temple, Pittsburgh. 

The walls were lined with dis- 
plays of JCS projects for colleges, 
church camps and television, along 
with a photograph of the “Beloved 
Rabbi” Henry Berkowitz, the orig- 
inal JCS charter of 1899, and a 
bronze plaque with the names of 
all life members inscribed which 
hangs in the Union House of Liv- 
ing Judaism in New York. “Change 
of Heart.” the new JCS movie 
about Purim, was previewed. 

Charles Friedman. of Pound- 
ridge, N. Y., past national JCS 
chairman, presided. In apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Friedman’s outstanding 
service to the Society. it was an- 
nounced by honorary Board mem- 
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ber William H. Rosenfeld, Cleve- 
land, that the JCS resident lecture- 
ship at Tufts College, Medford, 
Mass. was being called the Charles 
Friedman Lectureship in Historical 
and Contemporary Judaism. This 
course has been taught for the past 
ten years by Rabbi Beryl Cohon, of 
Temple Sinai, Boston. 

In commemoration of the honor 
paid to Dr. Berkowitz, his son, Max, 
of Hollywood, Fla., wrote: 

“This is a joyous occasion, not 
a sad one. We should be joyful that 
Henry Berkowitz was given the 
spark that motivated him to found 
JCS. We should rejoice that our 
organization, the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Brotherhoods, had 
the opportunity to take over the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society and 
build it up to its present structure. 





We who are life members should 
mark this occasion by rededicating 
ourselves to the task of spreading 
the truths for which we stand.” 

Those who took out life member- 
ships at the luncheon are: 


Temple Israel Men’s Club, Dayton, in 
honor of Rabbi Selwyn D. Ruslander; 
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Mercuse, New 
Orleans; Michael Tuch Foundation, 
New York; Harry Kramer, in honor of 
Rabbi Albert S. Goldstein, Boston; 
Robert I. Lansburgh, Dallas, in mem- 
ory of his grandfather, Jacob Epstein, 
and Rabbi William Rosenau, both of 
Baltimore; A. J. Urbansky, Oklahoma 
City, in memory of his mother, Virgie 
Urbansky; Lawrence Lurie, Cleveland; 
Allen V. deFord, Washington, in mem- 
ory of his mother, Dr. Frances deFord; 
North Shore Congregation Israel Men’s 
Club, Glencoe, Ill.; William Stark, in 
honor of Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, 
Pittsburgh; Edwin S. LeVino, Pitts- 
burgh, in memory of his wife, Therese; 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Kramer, New 
York, their second, in honor of their 
seven grandchildren; Henry W. Dubin- 
sky, St. Louis, son of Harold W. Du- 
binsky, past president; Mrs. Joseph L. 
Winard, Newark; Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
B. Rosenkrantz, New York, in memory 
of their parents and in honor of Rabbi 
Louis I. Newman; anonymous, in mem- 
ory of Rabbi J. Leonard Levy, Pittsburgh. 


Two bequests also were an- 
nounced at the luncheon by Julien 
W. Newman, Brooklyn, honorary 
NFTB Board member: one for 
$2.500 in the will of the late James 
Bennett, of Havana, and another, 
in the will of the late Madeline Alt- 
mayer, of New York. 

Life memberships are $1000; 
payment may be spread over four 
years at $250 a year. They may be 
taken out by an individual or or- 
ganization, in someone's honor, or 
in memory of a dear departed. 





L. to r. Leon Berkowitz, Philadelphia, Charles Friedman, Poundridge, N. Y., past national 
JCS chairman, and Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, rabbi of Rodef Shalom Temple, Pittsburgh. 
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(Continued from page 24) 


d 
2 emphasized the importance of the 
g work of the Jewish Chautauqua So- 


ciety in creating better understand- 
r ing of Jews and Judaism. 

The report of the executive di- 
. y rector, Sylvan Lebow, cited NFTB’s 
in recent growth and the need for 












. further expansion of its services. 

i Seminars. Three inspiring sem- 

of inars on Current Problems of Ju- 

1; daism had outstanding rabbis and 

m4 laymen as participants. CHARLES P. KRAMER, New York, past presi- JESSE COHEN, Levittown, L. |., past presi- 
nf j > “A Guide of Reform Practice dent, led memorial service for Roger W. dent, was elected honorary president of the 
1a re lo Be or Not to Be?” Rabbi Abra- Straus, first president of NFTB. NFTB to succeed Mr. Straus. 

ie — ham J. Feldman, of Hartford. —) Le ee 

; © argued the affirmative; Rabbi Al- ts ae . ae ae 

- t bert S. Goldstein. of Boston. the 

’s ; negative. 

in i “Social Action—A Jewish Way 

f, , of Life?” Rabbi Samuel S. Mayer- 


berg, Kansas City, discussed Jewish 
principles in action. Albert Vor- 
ir span told about the work of the 
n- UAHC Social Action Commission. 
7 of which he is executive secretary. 

: “Adult Education—Can Brother- 
hoods Revive Jewish Learning?” 
Di The speakers explored methods of 
‘if stimulation, such as Retreats, Sun- . 
. day Bible Breakfasts. and NFTB’s % e & & 


a 





ss ee ~— 

1- Home Book | — CONVENTION HOST was the Western Pennsylvania Conference of Temple Brotherhoods 
Workshops. Many delegates felt represented here by club presidents, |. to r.: Dr. Irving P. Shire, Rodef Shalom Men’s Club 
that the: six Workshps on Brother- Charleroi; Ithiel A. Cohen, Rodef Shalom Men’s Club, Pittsburgh; Edmund Rosenberg 
hood Problems were the most use- Temple Sinai Men’s Club, Pittsburgh; Leroy Broder, conference president, McKeesport; 
ful part of the convention. They David N. Hirsch, Temple Emanuel Men‘s Club, Pittsburgh; Herbert Cohen, Temple Emanu-El 
: ‘ : Brotherhood, Greensburg; Bernard Goldstone, Temple Beth Israel Men’s Club, Sharon. 

dealt with Re-evaluation of Pur- 


” poses, Improving Programs (for 
large and small clubs), Getting 
" More Members, Increasing Temple 
Attendance, and How the Temple 
Executive Secretary Can Help. 

Resolutions. Opposition was 
expressed to inclusion in the 1960 
census of a question on religious 
afhliation. (Because of this and sim- 
ilar objections by other organiza- 
tions, the question has been drop- 
ped by the Census Bureau). 

More intensive religious educa- 
tion was urged. and NFTB’s co- 
operation was pledged to establish 
more UAHC camps for temple 
youth and adult education. 

Support was pledged to the State 
of Israel for seeking to maintain an 
open door to oppressed peoples of : 
the world, and to the U.S. Govern- ——_— = 
ment for sits efforts to preserve ACHIEVEMENT AWARD — The Fein Plaque was presented to Temple Men’s Club United 
peace in the Middle East. Hebrew Congregation, St. Louis, for outstanding achievement by a large brotherhood. 

Next Convention. The dele- Leonard Kaufman, left, club president, received it from Mr. Arkush. The Wartell Plaque 

. was awarded to Temple Emanuel Brotherhood, Beverly Hills, Calif., as the best club of 
gates voted to hold the next Con- the year in the medium club class. The Lyons Plaque was given to the Men’s Club of 
il vention in Houston, Texas. Temple Adath Joseph, St. Joseph, Mo., for the best record of the small clubs. 


























Jewish Chautauqua Society 








How We Raised Our JCS Quota This Year 


By MITCHEL 


MEYERSOHN 


JCS Chairman, Men’s Club of Temple Israel. Lawrence, L. 1. 


he Jewish Chautauqua So- 

ciety must achieve its budg- 
eted goal of $280,000 this year to 
carry out its educational program, 
including rabbinic visits to college 
and church camps, resident lecture- 
ships, Jewish reference books for 
college libraries, and production 
and distribution of motion pictures 
about Judaism. The Society’s needs 
and opportunities are greater than 
ever, and temple brotherhoods are 
urged to conduct drives this Winter 
and Spring for new and larger JCS 
annual memberships to raise their 
quotas. One of the most effective 
JCS chairmen tells how it’s done. 

HE MEN’S CLUB of Temple 

Israel, Lawrence. L. I. has 
achieved its quota for the past 
three years. This was not always 
true. Four years ago. JCS in our 
brotherhood was a step-child. Our 
leadership failed to convey to our 
membership with dignity and un- 
derstanding the significance of 
Chautauqua. 

Three years ago I was asked to 
be chairman of Chautauqua. I was 
told that JCS was dedicated to re- 
ducing anti-Semitism and _ bigotry 
through education. The pictures 
which these words. “anti-Semitism” 
and “bigotry.” conjure up in one’s 
mind are ugly and imply hidden 
danger to any thinking Jew. I re- 
alized JCS was conditioning the 
thinking of the Christian leaders 
of tomorrow by dispelling in young 
minds any erroneous ideas they 
had about Jews and Judaism. 

I became convinced of the worthi- 
ness and importance of this proj- 
ect, and I decided the first thing to 
do was approach the boards of 
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trustees of the temple and the men’s 
club about it. If I could sell them 
on JCS. I could then go to the mem- 
bership with their backing. I re- 
ceived their 100° support and 
their JCS memberships. 

The next problem was _ the 
brotherhood membership. I as- 
sembled 30 men and put the prob- 
lem before them candidly and hon- 
estly. I received their overwhelm- 
ing support and their memberships. 
They became ambassadors for JCS 
by actively obtaining other mem- 
berships. We increased our contri- 
butions by 500‘¢. 

We never accepted a member 
until we had the opportunity to tell 





CATHOLIC COLLEGE RECEIVES JCS BOOKS—Adolph R. Epstein, JCS chairman, Brotherhood 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


him just what JCS is and what it 
does. In this way, we were building 
for permanency, and our retention 
percentage has been wonderful. 

Four years ago in my temple JCS 
was merely three letters. Today it 
is received with warmth by each 
member. We have adopted a prac- 
tice of sending out a mailing during 
the summer, not as an appeal, but 
as a public relations piece. We 
headed our last piece, “Bigotry 
Take No Vacation.” This was not 
an appeal, but a “thank you” for 
their continuing support. 

As a salesman, my first objective 
in business is to educate myself 
about the product I am selling. 

This I apply to JCS. It is not 
easy, but there is no substitute for 
hard work. The personal sacrifice 
is nothing when we consider the 
value of what we are doing. 


of Temple Emanu-El, Houston, is seen here presenting four volumes of ‘Jewish People, Past 
and Present” from the Jewish Chautauqua Society to Sister Mary David, librarian, Sacred 


Heart Dominical College. 
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Recent NFTB mail includes letters 


from some distinguished person- 
ages, which are excerpted below. 


“To the members of the National 
Federation of Temple Brother- 
hoods assembled in their 17th Bi- 
ennial Convention, I send greet- 
ings. Over the years, you have con- 
tributed much to the spiritual 
foundations of citizenship across 
the land. In this splendid tradition, 
I am sure you will continue by faith 
and work to add strength to the 
nation. Best wishes for a memo- 
rable convention.” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

President of the United States 


“I deeply appreciate the Resolution 
on Israel, adopted at the 17th Bien- 
nial Convention of the National 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
. .. The sympathy and active sup- 
port manifested by your organiza- 
tion are a source of great encour- 
agement to the government and 
people of Israel. Please convey to 
the members of the Brotherhood my 
sincere wishes for ever growing 
achievements and success in the 
high aims to which they are dedi- 
cated.” 

Abba Eban 

Ambassador of Israel to the U.S. 


“Thank you for your very nice 
letter of November 25. I appreciate 
your generous comments and also 
want to express my thanks for the 
warm reception and many courte- 
sies extended me at the Conven- 
tion.” 
Jacob K, Javits 


U.S. Senator from New York 


“The Brotherhood Convention will 
be memorable. I am sure, not only 
for the fine preparation which the 
local men made. but for the fine 
spirit of genuine brotherhood which 
the convention evidenced. I was 
particularly touched by the spirit of 
the banquet. I noticed that the way 
the men referred to each other was 
so warm and affectionate that I was 
convinced that not the least achieve- 
ment of the National Brotherhood 
is the bond of comradeship which 


i JANUARY, 1958 


it achieves between hard-working 
men of the local brotherhoods all 
over the country.” 
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 
Rabbi, Rodef Shalom Temple, 
Pittsburgh 


“We want to thank you for making 
available the movie ‘With All Thy 
Heart’ | about the High Holy Days] 
for showing at St. Peter’s Church 
School. It has been most beneficial 
to the classes, as it stimulated con- 
siderable discussion on the back- 
ground, purpose and method of this 
phase of the Jewish religion. It is 
most interesting to hear the dis- 
cussions in the younger groups as 
they realize that the basic principles 
of the Jewish religion are basically 
the same as their own. It is most 
encouraging to our teachers to have 
this kind of stimulation occur in 
the classrooms. 

“You are to be congratulated for 
the fine manner in which this film 
presented, in only 15 minutes, the 
various elements of this period of 
atonement, self appraisal and rede- 
termination for a better year to 


come... . Please accept our appre- 


ciation for helping us to understand 
one more phase of religion.” 
F. P. Bromer. Director of Visual 
Aids, St. Peter’s Church, Evan- 
gelical and Reformed, Lancas- 
ter, Pa. 


What “Good 
Cheer’? Means 


By PHILIP E. SAGE 


Secretary, Brotherhood Temple Ohabei 
Shalom, Brookline, Mass. 


664% 00D CHEER” work is showing 

G a friendly interest in others, 
a word of sympathy at the loss of 
a dear one, or a “get well” in a 
time of illness. It is a mazeltov upon 
a joyous occasion, like the birth of 
a child or grandchild, a bar mitz- 
vah, an engagement, a wedding, a 
birth or wedding anniversary. 

When a loss occurs, how com- 
forting to know that others care. 
When a member is sick. what a 
morale-builder to get cheery letters 
and some flowers or a book or 
“smokes.” plus a visit from a 
“brother.” What a kindly feeling 
that gives and develops, for HIS 
brotherhood. 

On the joyous occasion of be- 
coming a daddy or grandpa, who 
wants to know about “Sputniks”? 
It’s, “come see the baby.” Then, as 
the father of the bar mitzvah boy, 
or as the “father of the bride.” how 
nice to share his “simchah.” 

This friendliness builds up good- 
will. a feeling of being wanted. A 
successful brotherhood builds upon 
that kind of a foundation. 





“CHANGE OF HEART,” a dramatic motion picture about Purim, will be telecast throughout 
the U.S. and Canada around the time of the holiday. (Purim comes March 6 this year). It 
is one of six movies on the Jewish festivals produced by JCS for TV and group showings. 
L. to r. in a scene from the picture are: Sheppard Strudwick, Mary Welch, Staats Cots- 
worth, Beverly Lunsford, Lydia Shaffer and Steven Meininger. 











U.. the religious direc- 

tion of Rabbi Reuben 

Kaufman of Paterson, 
New Jersey... 





to 
Members will leave July 11, 
1958 by plane from New 
York to celebrate the 10th 
Anniversary of the founding 
of the State of Israel in 
Tel Aviv. 





Itinerary also includes visits 
to Tiberias ... Safad... 
Rome ... and Paris. 

& 
Party returns July 28 by 
evening plane to New York 


$1,200 


ACCOMMODATIONS ARE LIMITED! 


Other Israeli Tours available 
... arrange for your member- 
ship NOW! For complete 
information, see your local 
Travel Agent or contact: 


AMERICAN 
EXPRESS 


RELIGIOUS 
TRAVEL DIVISION 
65 Broadway, New York 6 
New York 
WHitehall 4-2000 

A world-wide organiza- 
tion featuring hundreds of 
cruises—the finest escorted 
or independent tours—air, 
rail, steamship, motorcoach, 
hotel and resort reservations 
to suit your time, taste and 
budget. 


PROTECT YOUR TRAVEL FUNDS 
WITH AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVELERS 
CHEQUES——SPENDABLE EVERYWHERE 





ESCORTED TOUR 





BOOKS 


Two Generations in Perspec- 
tive. Edited by Harry Schneider- 
man. Monde. $7.50. 


This is a worthwhile effort to inter- 
pret notable events and trends in 
Jewish life, particularly in the 
United States, during the period 
1896-1956. The dates coincide with 
the lifetime of Rabbi Israel Gold- 
stein, an important personage in 
American and world Jewry, and 
the book is a festschrift in honor of 
his birthday. There are tributes to 
the celebrant and about twenty-five 
pages of excerpts from his writings. 
The bulk of the book comprises a 
series of essays by experts in reli- 
gious, social, economic, and other 
aspects of Jewish life. It contains 
much of interest and value. 


The Sabbath Book. By Rabbi 
Samuel M. Segal. Yoseloff. $5.00. 


The story and the glory of the only 
queen to whom Jews pay homage 
are engagingly disclosed in this 
charming and useful volume by 
the rabbi of New York City’s Mt. 
Neboh Temple. Prayers, poetry, 
Talmudical aphorisms, recipes, and 
legends are all here. A glossary, a 
bibliography, and a good index 
give the book added flavor and 
value. 


Yeor Haplaim. (The River of 
Wonders.) By Miriam S. Dodek. 
Chachik, Tel Aviv. 


This Hebrew translation of an ori- 
ginal English story book for young 
people by Solomon Hrav is about 
the Nile, that great waterway on 
whose shores the ancient Israelites 
were held in slavery. Printed with 
vowel points, it contains sixteen 
delightful (figurative and literal) 
tales. The whole panorama is viv- 
idly portrayed. The authoress has 
imagination and verve, spinning 
an informative yarn and making 
history easy to take. The illustra- 
tions are commendable. 















Second Edition 
Revised and Enlarged 





A SOCIAL AND : 
RELIGIOUS HISTORY . 
OF THE JEWS 


By 
Salo Wittmayer Baron F 


JUST PUBLISHED 


Vol. III: Heirs of Rome and Persia 
Vol. IV: Meeting of East and West 


Vol. V: Religious Controls and 
Dissensions 


$6.00 each $15.00 set 


ALREADY PUBLISHED 


Vol. I: To the Beginning of the 
Christian Era 


Vol. II: Christian Era: The First 


Five Centuries 


$6.75 each $12.50 set 


COMING IN 1958 


Vol. VI: Laws, Homilies, and the 
Bible 

Vol. VII: Hebrew Language and 
Letters 


Vol. VIII: Philosophy and Science 





MACCABEES, 
ZEALOTS 
AND JOSEPHUS 


By 
William R. Farmer 


An inquiry into Jewish nationalism in 
the Greco-Roman period, “this is a fas- 
cinating, indeed, thrilling book. ... It 
opens up new vistas for the study of a 
period in history which is of impor- 
tance to both Judaism and Christian- 
ity.”—Commentary 


$4.50 


Columbia 
University Press 


New York 27, New York 
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